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engravers' grouP exhibit in July
Just announced! The Firearm Engravers and Custom Gun Makers Association will join us with 
a 20+ table display of their artistry on July 21-22, 2012. Uniquely-embellished guns will brighten 
up the North Alcove section of the Roberts Centre.  Bring your fine engraved firearms for "show 
and tell." Their mission is to preserve and promote the unique art of embellishing guns and 
education is one of the association's primary goals. The display will include some of the most 
beautiful engraved firearms in the world.  

Also in July, we are happy to announce that Don Darmos will be back with his educational 
presentation on The Tunnels of WWI, plus the LC Smith Collectors Association will return 
with a fine display of "Elsies."  Be sure to mark your calendar and bring family and friends to 
the July 21-22 meeting. 

Do not miss the May Meeting !    

This year’s Annual Display 
Show and Membership 
Banquet celebrating  
OGCA’s  75th Anniver-
sary are shaping up to 
be the biggest and best 
ever.  Our nationally ac-
claimed Display Show 
again features dozens of 
the finest private collections 
from across the country -- plain 
or fancy; old or new; golden or rusty; 
full-auto or smokepole. Two hundred 
years of firearms history, artistry, and innova-
tion.

Our featured guest at the Membership Rec-
ognition dinner on Saturday is NRA Execu-
tive Vice President and CEO Wayne LaPierre 
– the hardest working man in the gun world.  
Wayne says he is excited about helping us 
celebrate our 75th Anniversary.  And we are 
thrilled to have him with us. 

Besides meeting Mr. LaPierre,  you might 
also run into a couple of U.S. Senators, an 
Ohio Attorney General, Ohio Secretary of 
State, Ohio State Auditor – and a myriad of 
State Senators, Representatives and Judges. 
In fact, if most of our “YES” RSVPs show up,  
our modest little gunner gathering will look 
like a state Party Convention.  

Have you noticed this is an election year?
Most of us need no reminders that this is 
probably the most significant election season 
in American history.  But the current admin-
istration in D.C. just gave us one more:  On 
March 5, 2012, the U.S. Attorney General 
speaking in Chicago detailed the “legal and 
constitutional justification” for the President of 
the United States to order the killing of any U. 
S. citizen any place in the world -- no Judge, 
no Jury, no hearing, no indictment.

When questioned before Congress 
two days later, the FBI Director was 

unable to answer the question, 
“Can the President order the 

killing of a citizen within U.S. 
borders?”

The Magna Carta brought 
the right of habeas corpus to 

the civilized world 900 years 
ago. The U. S. Constitution 

has guaranteed our Life and Liberty 
for over 200 years.  Will we leave it all 

trampled in the dust? 

 
2012 – Year Without Winter but a Cruel 
Spring. 
Mother Nature can be cruel.  After treating us 
to an extremely mild Winter, lulling us into a 
lazy sense of comfort, she assaults us with a 
vicious wave of Spring storms devastating the 
lives of thousands throughout the Ohio River 
Valley.  Our prayers are with all our friends 
and OGCA members affected.  You are the 
heart of America – you will be back!

Board of Directors Election -- We will be 
electing three Directors at the November 
meeting.  All nomination documents must be 
returned to First V.P. Jim Tekavec by the end 
of the May meeting.  This is your opportunity 
to help manage the largest gun collector or-
ganization on the planet!

Gun Quote of the Month:

“Even with their Winchester repeaters, these 
heathen warriors are no match for the 7th 
Cavalry!" 

- Colonel George A. Custer,  
         25 June 1876

Come Celebrate With us -  by CeCil Parker, President 
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Join us in celebrating 75 years of gun 
collecting and camaraderie at our May 
meeting and Annual Display Show, and 
Saturday evening's Annual Member Rec-
ognition Banquet Saturday May 5, 2012.

Our banquet will be held at the beauti-
ful and easily-accessible Manor House 
in Mason, Ohio.  Join us for an evening 
of festivity and commemoration as we 
acknowledge those members who have 
so faithfully supported OGCA for 35 con-
secutive years or more.  To express our 
appreciation to those with 35 or more 
consecutive years of membership, OGCA 
is offering $10 off their dinner.  Members 
with 50 consecutive years of membership 
attend with our 
compliments.  

The Executive 
Vice President 
of the NRA, 
Wayne LaPi-
erre, will be 
the keynote 
speaker at the 
banquet and a 
very important 
part of this spe-
cial celebra-
tion.  Under 
Mr. LaPierre's 
leadership of the NRA, the organization 
has grown to over 4 million members and 
was recognized in May of 2001 by For-
tune magazine as the #1 most powerful 
and influential organization in America.  
He is also a New York Times Best Sell-
ing Author.  Don’t miss this opportunity to 
hear Wayne speak and to meet him and 
other important defenders of our firearm 
rights.  Just a few of our special guests so 
far include Senator Rob Portman; State 
Treasurer Josh Mandel; Indiana Senator 
Johnny Nugent; Secretary of State Jon 
Husted; Attorney General Mike DeWine; 
Judge Sharon Kennedy and State Rep-
resentatives Ron Maag and Danny Bupp. 
From the National Rifle Association look 
for Kayne Robinson, David Keene, John 
and Ingrid Sigler, Jim Supica and Phil 
Schreier, plus Blue Book author Steve 
Fjestad. Colt Historian, Bev Haynes, and 
Joe Canali from the custom shop will be 
there along with members and display 
show participants from Texas to Maine 
and all over the country!

Attendees will feast on petite filet, bone-
less breast of chicken, salad, asparagus, 
dinner rolls, coffee, tea, and a scrump-
tious dessert.  Children will dine on kid-
friendly fare such as chicken fingers and 

fries unless they opt in advance for the 
regular meal. Price includes 2 cocktail 
tickets.

Our featured entertainment this year is 
a small group of professional musicians 
known as Ault Music who will lend a relax-
ing, upbeat ambiance.  

Members will find the Manor House to 
be no ordinary banquet facility.  One of 
the most beautiful banquet facilities in 
the region, it is modeled after a south-
ern plantation-style manor and is known 
for its year-round gardens.  The covered 
courtyard and atrium is a perfect gather-
ing spot for cocktails and appetizers with 
old and new friends.  It is an elegant, 
comfortable atmosphere and casual at-
tire is welcome.

Please refer to the enclosed reser-
vation form for cost and additional 
information.  You will use this form to 
purchase your banquet and bus tickets.  
Simply complete, then return to the busi-
ness office.   Tickets must be purchased 
in advance. The deadline to purchase 
tickets has been extended to April 11th.  
No tickets will be available at the May 
meeting.

Annual Banquet 
Date:     May 5, 2012
Time:    6 PM - 10 PM
Place:    Manor House, 7440      
Mason-Montgomery Rd.,  
Mason, OH
RSVP:   Reserve your tickets by 
returning the enclosed flier with 
payment by April 11th. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance.

You Are WAnted! MAY 5-6, 2012

Keynote Speaker, NRA Exec-
utive Vice President Wayne 

LaPierre

May 5th and 6th will be the Annual Display 
show at the Roberts Centre.  We have al-
ready received a huge response to 
participate.  Members are com-
ing from all over the country to 
see this annual event that has 
become one of the very best 
in the nation. Please remem-
ber that each year in May the 
location of trade tables are af-
fected. We do our best to accom-
modate those who are displaced 
and have made early reservations 
and we want to thank you for your 
cooperation and support. 

Please be sure to welcome 
back three of the most ac-
complished men to serve as 
Display Show Judges, Steve 
Fjestad, Phil Schreier and 
Jim Supica.  These hard-working gen-
tlemen have done a fantastic job judging 
our displays in the past years and we 

welcome them back.  OGCA  could not 
ask for anyone more qualified in gun col-
lecting then these three men. 

 
$13,200 in cash prizes and 
four Minuteman Bronzes will 
be awarded Saturday eve-
ning, of May 5th at the Annual 
Member Recognition Banquet 

at the Manor house. 

The numbered Minuteman 
Bronzes were created by Ohio 
Artist Alan Cottrill and are valued 

at over $3,000 each.   

We hope you will be able to 
join us during this unforgettable 
weekend.  We will have parking 
improvements as well as extra 
food concessions while you 

work up that appetite looking at some 
of the finest accumulations (displays) 
around.

One of Manor House's beautiful gardens.  

ANNUAL DISPLAY SHOW
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The Manor House is just a few exits south 
of The Roberts Centre and is close to I-71.  
7440 Mason-Montgomery Rd., Mason, Ohio.

Roberts Centre to Manor House: (less than 35 min.) 
I-71 S to Exit 19.  Right (north) onto Mason-Mont-

gomery Rd. Manor House is 2.5 miles on right



You and I know the Second Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution is the essence of 
what being an American is all about – liv-
ing truly free, as individual citizens.

No matter what other issues you care 
about, individual freedom is the core prin-
ciple that defines our nation.  There is no 
greater freedom than to own a firearm to 
protect yourself, your family, your commu-
nity and your nation.

So Second Amendment freedom is, truly, 
the heart and soul of America.

But our soul is at stake in this election.

It's a fight for our country, our values and 
the freedom we believe in.  All our Sec-
ond Amendment liberty, all the rights 
we’ve worked so hard to defend, all that 
we know is good and right about America 
– all could be lost if Barack Obama is re-
elected.

It’s All or Nothing. And I’m here to an-
nounce that gun owners by the thousands 
are signing on, joining up, and donating to 
our cause. The fight is on. The NRA is All 
In. And you need to be, too!   

Because not enough Americans know 
what a threat Obama poses. I need your 
help to reach them with the truth:

Obama poses a grave danger to all the 
freedoms we enjoy as Americans – and 
firearm freedom most of all!

The only reason that more Americans 
don't know that is because Obama and 
his advisors made a cunning, calculated 
political decision to downplay, disguise 
and deny their gun-ban agenda during 
their first term ... to win a second term 
when they can put it into force.

They don't want to tangle with 4 million 
NRA members, or 30 million people who 
identify themselves with the NRA, or 100 
million America gun owners.

They don't want you to know the truth:

• 1996: Obama endorses ban on manu-
facture, sale and possession of all hand-
guns. 
• 1998: Obama endorses ban on sale or 
transfer of all semi-automatic firearms.
• 1999: Obama supports 500% increase 
in federal taxes on ammunition.
• 2003: Obama votes to ban single-shot, 
over-under and side-by-side shotguns.

• 2004: Obama says the Right to Carry 
should be banned nationwide.

Before inauguration day, Congresswoman 
Carolyn McCarthy (D – N.Y.) pressured 
Obama and Vice President Joe Biden to 
back her ban on ammunition magazines. 
But as she later confided to Newsweek, 
"They told me that's not for now, that's for 
later."

In 2009, right after he was confirmed as 
attorney general, Eric Holder admitted 
Obama wanted to ban your semi-auto-
matic firearms. Then he quickly backed 
off.

In 2010, the EPA announced it was con-
sidering a ban on your lead ammunition. 
Then it quickly backed off.

In 2011, the Department of Interior an-
nounced it was considering bans to stop 
you from target shooting on public lands. 
Then it quickly backed off.

Last spring, U.S. Senator Frank Lauten-
berg (D - N.J.) told the Washington Post 
that Attorney General Holder had visited 
him on March 29 "and tried to give us his 
assurance to help us with legislation" that 
Lautenberg and McCarthy were pushing 
to ban ammunition magazines. 

The next day, March 30, 2011, according 
to the Washington Post, Sarah Brady – a 
leader of the gun-ban lobby – met with 
President Obama, who she said brought 
up the issue of gun control "to fill us in that 
it was very much on his agenda."

According to Brady, as reported by the 
Washington Post, President Obama told 
her, "I just want you to know that we are 
working on it," and "We have to go through 
a few processes, but under the radar."

What might "under the radar" mean? 
Consider this:

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and oth-
ers in the White House have been working 
behind the scenes at the United Nations, 
where they've all but signed off on an in-
ternational Arms Trade Treaty that directly 
contradicts our own U.S. Constitution.

And if you think the Supreme Court would 
never allow that, you might be surprised.

Because Obama is stacking the Court as 
fast as he can with anti-gun justices.

His two appointees – Justices Sonia So-

tomayor and Elena Kagan – are two of the 
most rabidly anti-gun justices in history.

During confirmation hearings, both were 
questioned about the Court’s historic 
2008 ruling, in District of Columbia vs. 
Heller, that the Second Amendment is an 
individual right.  

And both dodged the question, telling 
Senate Judiciary Committee members 
that they considered the Heller case to be 
settled law.

Yet after securing her seat on the Su-
preme Court, Justice Sotomayor turned 
around and did just the opposite: She 
voted in McDonald vs. Chicago to allow 
anti-gun cities and states to deny the indi-
vidual Right to Keep and Bear Arms!

Over the past three years, both of our 
milestone victories for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms in the U.S. Supreme Court 
were won by a margin of just one vote. 

If just one justice had voted the other way, 
the Second Amendment would effective-
ly mean nothing today. And it still could, 
tomorrow, if you and I fail to take action 
now.

Because if Obama wins re-election, he 
will likely appoint one, and possibly three, 
more Supreme Court justices – turning 
our 5-to-4 victories into 4-to-5 defeats.

Your right to keep and bear arms sim-
ply cannot survive another four years of 
Obama in the White House.

That's why I call on you, every gun own-
er, and everyone who cares about free-
dom in America to join forces with the 
one group that has proven it can move 
the two to four percentage points in key 
battleground states that win elections and 
secure freedom.

It's all on the line in this election: All our 
pro-freedom victories over the past 25 
years, all the Second Amendment rights 
that make us safe and keep us free – all 
the freedoms, traditions and truths that 
make America unique in the history of the 
world.

NRA and our members are All In to de-
fend it all – and you should be, too!

Wayne LaPierre is the Keynote Speaker at 
our May 5, 2012 Annual Member Recogni-
tion Banquet. He is the Executive VP of the 
NRA and an OGCA Honorary Life Member.

  eleCtion 2012: nra is "all in." you should be, too! - by Wayne laPierre
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We are proud to announce another fine 
firearms book by yet another talented 
OGCA member.  Volcanic Firearms; 
Predecessor to the Winchester Rifle 
is by member Stephen Rutter, M.D., and 
Edmund E. Lewis, M.D.  It is a beautifully 
illustrated coffee-table book that tells the 
story of “The Gun that Won the West.”  

This book depicts the timeline of the five 
men who became famous in the history 
of arms manufacturing--Hunt, Jennings, 
Smith, Wesson, Henry, and Winchester.  
Though technological advances quickly 
made these firearms obsolete, their ba-
sic mechanical system is still used in 
lever-action rifles produced to this day.
  
Until now, dealers and auction houses 
were often confused by the senseless 
variations, models, frame sizes, com-
pany names, markings and features that 
are all part of the complex Volcanic sto-
ry.  Stephen Rutter’s book is loaded with 
over 340 brilliant photographs of some 
of the most beautiful guns ever made.  
This 160-page, hardcover coffee-table 
book is a must-have guide for the Vol-
canic firearms collector for identification, 
authentication, categorization and his-
torical legacy purposes of these weap-
ons and accoutrements.

Stephen Rutter has actively pursued his 
interest in collecting antique firearms 
following retirement a number of years 
ago.  He initially limited his collecting to 
the Winchester Model 1873, and it was 
the history of the development of that 
famous firearm that led him to discover 
the most interesting series of events 
depicted in this book.  Other interests 
include woodworking, hiking and, un-
til recently, endurance horse riding on 
numerous western trails.  He is a Life 
Member of the NRA, the Winchester 
Arms Collectors Association and the 
OGCA as well as a member of the Colo-
rado Gun Collectors Association and the 
Colt Collectors Association.  Rutter has 

exhibited well-received displays depict-
ing the history of the era and the arms 
he collects.  Rutter currently resides in 
the rural mountainous area of southern 
Arizona with his wife and sixteen "fam-
ily members" that include horses, dogs 
and cats.

Rutter's book can be found through Am-
azon; Civilwarnews.com; Bibiloolis.com; 
by emailing orders@manatarmsbooks.
com or calling, 1-800-999-4697.

Be sure to say hello to Steve at the May 
5th and 6th display show book-signing 
table (see available times posted by 
each author) or at his exhibit table. 

member, stePhen rutter, m.d., Writes book on volCaniC Firearms

As announced, we'll be taking photos 
and video for promotional purposes, 
especially in May, for our 75th Anniver-
sary History Book.  If you want to be part 
of history, be sure to attend!   Look for 
member and professional photographer 
Ty Greenlees at the Display Show and 
Banquet along with history book author 
Tom Schiffer and Chris Rohal who have 
been asked to help with the picture tak-
ing.  If anyone has a question or concern 
about their name, photo or story being 

included in the book, please contact us 
today.  Banquet attendees are welcome 
to take photos at the Manor House; how-
ever, photographs and video recording 
are prohibited in the OGCA hall without 
the permission of the president.  (See op-
posite page and your By-Law book.)

The book is a major undertaking that 
will cover our first 75 years. Thomas D. 
Schiffer is more than half way done with 
the writing of the 75th Anniversary history 

ogCa history book uPdate  
book so please share any final stories or 
information with him at the May meeting.   
Topics so far include the early years, the 
author's involvement  of over 50+ years, 
interviews with members, and notable 
members such as Bill Locke, Calvin 
Goddard, Clark Gable and others.   It 
will be a handsome book with lots of 
interesting information and pictures.  
Members will be able to pre-order later 
this year.  

As part of our 75th anniversary celebra-
tion, some of our members who "wrote 
the book" on their collecting interests 
will be available to sign their books.  We 
will have a tentative schedule posted in 
the display area.  This is your opportu-
nity to meet and talk to these authors. 

It seems every month we hear of new 
books written by members.  As we go to 
press we learned that Karl Smith has a 
book just out on antique bullet and shot 
bags entitled, GETTIN' THE LEAD OUT; 
A Study of American Primitive Bullet and 
Shot Bags.  He will be signing copies of the 
book in May at his table at HH-2 (SE cor-
ner near row A). One of our newer mem-
bers, David Machnicki recently wrote, To 
the Hilt; The Austrian Bayonet. It features 
over 1,000 color photos of bayonets used 
by the Austo-Hungarian monarchy and 
other nations. It turns out that Ken Con-
dry who joined OGCA a few years ago is 
thee Ken Condry of Texas, author of The 
Colt Commemoratives 1961-1986.  

Fifty-plus year member Charles Worman 
known for books on firearms of the Ameri-
can West, has written his fifth book, Civil 
War Animal Heroes: Mascots, Pets and 
War Horses.  It certainly is a topic of inter-
est to our many military history afecionados! 
Chuck Klein is author of several books 
including Guns in the Workplace; Klein's 
CCW Handbook; Instinct Combat Shooting 
and The Badge. It also bears mentioning 
that Robert Watson will have more time 
for gun collecting now that his new book is 
out, Slippery Rock University; the Legend 
Behind the Name.  Congrats to all of our 
accomplished authors! 

Look for more coverage of new firearms-re-
lated books by OGCA members in upcom-
ing editions.

If you’re an author interested in 
signing books at the May meet-
ing, contact us at (330) 467-5733 
or ogca@ogca.com.  

Calling all authors
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W.A.C.A.  is coming to the Oct. Meeting at the I-X 
Mark your calendar and get your Win-
chesters ready for the "show and tell" 
of the decade.  This October 27th and 
28th, the Winchester Arms Collec-
tors Association will join OGCA 
at the Cleveland I-X Center.  
There will be ample room  
in the humongous East 
Hall for plenty of display 
and trade tables to ac-
commodate participating 
W.A.C.A. members.  Many 
OGCA members are also 
members of W.A.C.A. and this will 
bring an extra added interest to our fall 
meeting.  Members of W.A.C.A. who 
would like to reserve tables should re-
turn the table application in the spring 
edition of the W.A.C.A.  magazine.  If 
you have questions, please contact 

Sandra Schwab at the OGCA Business 
Office. 

For those who are not familiar with Win-
chester Arms Collectors Associa-

tion (W.A.C.A.), it is an interna-
tional non-profit organization 
comprised of over 2,200 
members devoted to the 
preservation, understanding 

and collecting of Winchester 
firearms and related products 

as well as the role these prod-
ucts had throughout American his-

tory.  W.A.C.A. was organized in 1977 
in the State of Montana and has been a 
NRA affiliate since 1978.

We hope to see you and your Win-
chesters there!

In July, OGCA will once again offer 
a special presentation by Don Dar-
mos, the retired Lorain County explo-
sives officer, who is one of a group 
of individuals known as the Durand 
Group.  As you may recall, based in 
the United Kingdom, this organiza-
tion is made up of history buffs that 
track down and attempt to uncover 
tunnels that British, French and Ger-
man troops dug during World War I.

Don learned about the group during 
an education conference on explo-
sives many years ago.  There are 35 
members, all volunteers, comprised 
of retired British soldiers and one 
non-British, Don Darmos.  So far, 
seven tunnels of possibly hundreds 
have been discovered by the group.  
These tunnels are 60 ft. deep and 
were dug for the purposes of covert 
warfare, to transport goods or troops 
and for protection.  According to Mr. 
Darmos there was even some hand-
to-hand combat in these tunnels.  

Mr. Darmos will recount how for 
two weeks in 1916, British troops 
bombarded thousands of German 
soldiers with artillery fire, inevitably 
detonating explosives they placed 
underneath miles of tunnels they had 
burrowed beneath the German sol-
diers.  Within seconds, 10,000 Ger-
man soldiers were killed.  

These tunnels of WW1 are a little-
known fact and is the subject of Don 
Darmos’ fascinating presentation at 
the July 21-22, 2012, meeting.  You 
won't want to miss it!

tunnels oF WW1 
Presentation 

 by don darmos
 July meeting 

The Fairfield Sportsmen’s Association 
located just north of Cincinnati has an 
exciting 2012 Youth Shooting Sports 
Program involving 800+ kids.  From 
May to October, youth have the opportu-
nity to participate in either FSA’s 4-posi-
tion small bore rifle program or shotgun 
(Skeet or Trap) program.  FSA's Youth 
Shooting Sports program is open to all 
youth, ages 8 to 18 (male or female) 
and does not require club membership, 
so you can invite your friends.

The Board of Directors  of OGCA  voted 
unanimously to provide a donation of 
$3,500 to FSA’s worthwhile youth pro-

gram. Tom Bowersox presented the 
check to youth participant, Benjamin 
Kirk, at OGCA’s March 10-11 meeting.  
(See photo.)
 
The cost to participate in the Youth 
Shooting Sports Program is $20 per 
shooting youth.  The fee offsets the 
cost of targets, ear and eye protection, 
ammunition, NRA First Steps packet, 
and awards.

If you'd like additional information, 
please feel free to email either Tom 
Greene – tomgreeneyouth@gmail.
com or Jon Beyer - jongbeyer@yahoo.
com.

Children oF today = our Future

Front row from left to right:  Tom Bowersox, OGCA Director; Benjamin Kirk; Blake Car-
rico; Joe Knutson; Frank Hodges, OGCA Secretary; back row, left to right:  Dave Har-
ris; Douglas Taylor; Tom Greene, President and Youth Sports Leader; Earl Carrico; Jon 
Beyer; Steve Brown, Chief Instructor; Rick Settlemoir; Jim Tekavec, OGCA First VP.

Don Darmos at a dig in France.
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oWn a PieCe oF ameriCan history 
Beautifully crafted tomahawk made 
by noted artisan ROBERT ELY is be-
ing raffled off to benefit the OGCA Civil 
Rights fund. See any of the Trustees 
- Ron Clark T-1, Jon Chorpenning GG-
35, or Maj. Gen. Charles Metcalf (Ret) 
for tickets ($5/ticket or 5/$20).  Tickets 
will be sold at the May and July Meet-
ings, with the  DRAWING  HELD AT 
NOON ON SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2012. 
(Need not be present to win).

When you see the tomahawk be proud 
that this talented member was inspired, 
in part, by visits to OGCA's Veteran's 
Memorial Hall meetings as a young 
man in the 1950's. He was a gun maker 
before he made his first tomahawk, and 
Ely said that it takes about 140 hours to 
make a tomahawk, about 1/3 the time it 
takes to make a muzzleloading rifle! 

PaC Planning grand Fundraisers For 2012 eleCtion year

In honor of OGCA's 75th Anniversary, 
PAC is raffling off Serial #1 of the beau-
tiful, nickel-plated Ithaca Model 37 
shotguns in both the 20 gauge and 28 
gauge.  The third very special item in 
this year's raffle is a handsome Ruger 
Single Six revolver donated by Ward J. 
Timken in honor of Past President Pete 
Cox.  Pete, also known as the "Picture 
Taker," passed away August 16, 2010.

Look for your raffle tickets in the next 
(July) newsletter and on sale at the July 
and September meetings. The drawing 
will be Sunday, September 16, 2012.  
You need not be present to win. 

Also, in honor of OGCA's 75th Anni-
versary, PAC commissioned the Canal 
Street Cutlery Co. of Ellenville, NY to 
manufacture a limited-edition two-
piece knife set with elk stag handle.  
The first knife in the set is a 7-3/4" Trail-
ing Point hunting knife complete with 
a full grain leather sheath.  The sec-
ond knife is a 4-1/8" Two-Blade Fold-
ing Trapper pocket knife.  The knives 
are 100% handmade in the U.S.A. 
by fourteen master cutlers and made 
from North American materials.  The 
blades were etched by world leaders in 

etching and engraving on metal parts 
by Baron Technologies of Trumbull, 
CT.  The knife sets come in a beauti-
ful cherry wood presentation box by 
Svoboda Industries of Kewaunee, WI. 
Only 75 numbered knife sets are avail-
able for a donation of $250 each. If you 
purchased a 75th Anniversary Model 
37 Ithaca shotgun and would like a 
knife set in a matching serial number,  
please contact the Business Office, 
(330) 467-5733 by May 1st.  The knife 
sets will be available at the PAC table 
at the May meeting.

By popular request, OGCA is placing 
a second order to Daisy for 100 each 
of the Red Ryder and Model 25 75th 
Anniversary BB guns.  These great BB 
guns will feature the OGCA 75th Anni-
versary logo, like the first order, but will 
not be serial numbered.  Donation level 
is just $34 for the Red Ryder and $40 
for the Model 25.  They will be avail-
able at either the July or September 
meeting.  Limit of one of each model 
per member.  Sorry, no advance or-
ders. Donations must be made  at the 
PAC table at an OGCA meeting. 

At the March meeting, for a donation 
of $12.00, PAC made available  a 75th 

Anniversary 
coffee mug.  
B e a u t i f u l l y 
designed in 
black with the 
75th Anniver-
sary longrifle 
logo in gold, 
this large 17 
oz. mug is 
microwavable 
and dishwash-
er safe. Quan-
tities are limited.

A lot is going on at the PAC table in 
the foyer, so be sure to check out all 
the new 75th Anniversary items and 
the good old standbys!

Reminder: OGCA/PAC is required to 
comply with FEC (Federal Election 
Commission) reporting requirements.  
Like all political action committees, it 
must report the name, address, occu-
pation and employer of members who 
donate over $200 in a calendar year.  

OGCAPAC appreciates 
 and needs your support

 this important election year.  

 Handsome, 
new oversized 

OGCA Mug 

Beautiful 75th Anniversary
Cased Knife set.

 

Ruger Single Six revolver Donated 
in memory of Past President Pete Cox.

Ithaca model 37's Serial #1, 20 gauge 
and .28 gauge and Rugar Single Six

Tomahawk by Artisan  
and member Robert Ely



R. 
Gdovin of 
West-
lake, who 
also is a 
member.  
The Sil-
ver Star 
is the 
Army's 
third-
highest 
combat 
commen-
dation. After a 40-year wait, it was the 
nation's thanks for a stunning act of 
bravery in Vietnam on March 8, 1968, 
when Gdovin, the then-21-year-old 
sergeant moved through an open rice 
paddy under intense enemy fire as well 
as defensive fire from his own squad, 
rescuing a fellow Ohioan who was 
badly wounded. 

The members of The Ohio Gun Collec-
tors Association salute the commitment, 
patriotism and sacrifice that Tom Gdovin 
and Rocky Zanowick have made to keep 
our country safe and strong.

ployment and served as an anti-tank 
missile man.  He was assigned to the 
3rd Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force at Twentynine Palms, Calif.  He 
has been awarded the Purple Heart, 
the Combat Action Ribbon, the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Afghani-
stan Campaign Medal and the Global 
War on Terrorism Service Medal. Flags 
were flown at half-staff after news of his 
death reached the Dayton area.  Hun-
dreds of people from all over the coun-
try offered on-line condolences. This 
Memorial Day, he will become the 74th 
Miamisburg resident to have died in 
military conflicts since World War I and 
will be honored at the city's annual cer-
emony. Our prayers go out to his  wife, 
Ryan Lynn, who was a U.S. Marine; his 
31-month old son, Uriah; his father Paul, 
Sr.; mother Nanette; sister, Nicole, and 
the entire family.

At a Senate ceremony in Washington 
D.C. during the week of Veterans Day 
on November 8, 2011, Ohio Senator 
and OGCA member, Rob Portman, pre-
sented the Silver Star to Sgt. Thomas 
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America is home of the free thanks to 
brave members like Paul Zanowick, II, 
who lost his life in the line of duty in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom;  
and Thomas Gdovin who was recently 
presented  the Army Silver Star for ser-
vice in Vietnam.

On June 3, 
2011,  23 year 
old Marine Cpl. 
Paul "Rocky" 
Zanowick II son 
of member Paul 
W. Zanowick, 
Sr. died while 
conducting com-
bat operations in 
the Nahr-E Saraj 
District of Hel-
mand Province, 

Afghanistan.
Growing up Paul 

was a member of Boy Scout Troops 
103 and 402; Venturing Crew 357; par-
ticipated in sports at Bishop Leibold and 
Miamsiburg High School. Graduated in 
2006 and attended Sinclair Community 
College before joining the U.S. Marines 
in 2008. Paul was on his second de-

honoring our veterans: Paul "roCky" ZanoWiCk ii and sgt. thomas r. gdovin

Ohio Senator Rob Portman 
presenting the Silver Star to 

Sgt. Thomas R.  Gdovin  

Marine Cpl Paul 
"Rocky" Zanowick II

gun-maker, Past direCtor John Plybon remembered

Past OGCA Direc-
tor, John D. Plybon, 
Sr., age 73, of Orrville 
passed away Dec. 23, 
2011, following a peri-
od of declining health.  
He was born in Hun-

tington, West Virginia, on Jan. 2, 1938.  
John  was a teacher and coach at South 
Point High School, Hamersville High 
School, and teacher and head football 
coach at Philo High School.  

Besides serving as director, John was 
a member of The Ohio Gun Collectors 
Association for over 40 years. He built 
muzzle loaders from scratch, made his 
own powder horns, pouches and was 
one of the premier scrimshanders for 
powder horns. He was also a member 
of the National Muzzle Loaders Associa-
tion, Contemporary Longrifle Assoc. and 
the Honourable Company of Horners.  
He was a recipient of the Horners Guild 
Lanthorn Award and the Kentucky Colo-
nel Award. 

OGCA history book author, Tom Schiffer, 
relays a story about his friend, John, in 
the upcoming history book.  Their mutual 
friends and fellow members of NMLRA 
and the Kentucky Corps of Longriflemen 
(KCL) used  John's table at Vet's Memo-
rial to store their coats, purchased items 
and anything else that they didn't want to 
carry around during the OGCA meeting.  
One time, an "anonymous" member of 
the group placed a rare engraved .22 ri-
fle on John's table when he wasn't there, 
and when he returned he had no idea 
who it belonged to.  John was besieged 
by many people demanding to know the 
price of the rifle. He didn't know and he 
was tired of all the questions but didn't 
sell it to anyone! This story shows some 
of the humorous pranks that were pulled 
by fellow members, and that if you left 
anything unattended you could expect it 
to still be there when you returned.  It 
also illustrates the affection felt toward 
John by his many friends in OGCA, NM-
LRA and KCL. 

John Plybon certainly left his mark on 
the fraternity of gun collectors, his stu-
dents, the athletes he coached, and the 
world.

March Meeting Stats
Guests:       951  
Tables:        806
Applicants: 302

Roberts Centre News
Look for a new additional  

concession stand SW corner near row A. 

Gravel parking lot will be marked and will 
have deputies during peak times for your 
convenience.  Towing will be enforced for 

cars blocking egress/ingress.

 Max & Ermas to offer 2 early A.M. breakfast 
buffet options (mini and full) but no breakfast 

menu in order to serve us more quickly.



I am from Eastern Ohio and grew up in 
the country.  Guns ranged from my grand-
father's 5-shot .32 break open revolver 
to my other grandfather's 16-gauge L.C. 
Smith side by side, to my Mossberg .22.

I attended The Ohio State University 
where my roommate was a wildlife man-
agement student.  This relationship lead 
to several other friends who appreciated 
guns, hunting and wildlife.

After OSU, I worked in Columbus. My 
neighbor was an OGCA member.  I went 
with him to a show in Columbus and joined 
soon after in 1966 or 67.  Later I trans-
ferred to the International division of the 
company and traveled extensively for 3 
years.  I liked each of the countries visited.  
Through a business contact, I was intro-
duced to a Philippine company in need of 
someone to organize a new operation.  I 
was there in 2 months in 1982.

Soon after arriving, I had a meeting with a 
packaging supplier at their factory.  I dis-
covered in an office an MEC shot shell re-
loader, and that they had a shooting range 
on site.  I had many hunting trips with the 
fellows; both ducks and snipe are numer-

ous here with a migration pattern similar to 
the U.S.  One of the fellows was the best 
shotgunner I ever have seen.  He would 
snap shoot at snipe; get set, gun to shoul-
der and fire, quick.  Oh, he was a previ-
ous member of the Philippine Olympic 
Skeet Team and was a bodyguard to the 
family who owned the company.  Hunting 
was primarily in rice paddies, very large 
areas, often walking in mud.  It was not 
easy hunting, though there were many 
birds.  The shot guns were all U.S. manu-
factures, and I used a Remington 12-ga. 
auto loader.  On my trip to the U.S. I would 
bring back scopes and mounts when re-
quested.

An “amusing” incident at the shooting 
range was when a group from Japan visit-
ing the plant wanted to shoot.  Given a full 
automatic rifle, one held onto the trigger 
while the gun climbed the backstop wall 
and out into the neighborhood!  We also 
shot skeet at Clark, the U.S. Air Force 
which was later closed.

The political situation in the country was 
becoming increasingly unsettled as this 
was nearing the end of the Marcos era.  
Many factions were attempting to gain a 
hold including the communists.  This end-
ed our hunting as we were in somewhat 
remote areas.  In the provincial area, guns 
were not a problem to have and to shoot.  I 
often went to a friend’s farm.  He had a .30 
M1 Carbine; fun to shoot in any country.

Cory Aquino became president in 1986.  
Then, gun permits were refused to foreign-
ers.  A German friend had a licensed pistol 
that he transferred it to his wife, a Filipino. 
Locals who show cause can obtain a li-
cense and carry.  There are indoor and 
outdoor shooting ranges.  The handguns 
of guards of companies, homes, body-
guards and “others” are locally made; sort 
of knock-off S&W revolvers.  The guard at 
the money changer in our village mall, a 
lady, told me she goes to the range every 
6 months. 

Compared to the U.S., [there is] no OGCA 
or NRA; street safety, in general, is not 
a problem.  Major hostile activity is be-
tween militant groups and so-called war 
lords.  On the street shootings are mostly 
planned assassinations due to labor and 
political grudges.  Here, it is good guys, 
no guns;  bad guys, “what caliber sir”. Be 
thankful and support the OGCA.  
 
 - George Hamilton

OGCA is enjoyed by a number of members 
located in 16 foreign countries.  From time 
to time, we get to know them a little better. 
Though they cannot attend every meeting, 
many say they look forward to their OGCA 
newsletters to stay in touch.  If you are an 
OGCA member abroad, we would love to 
learn more about you, your collection and 
how you first became interested in OGCA.  
Email your story at www.ogca.com. 
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 member george hamilton Writes From the PhiliPPines

dediCated, hardWorking members sought

Ohio residents with a minimum of 5 years 
of continuous membership who have 
a penchant for service and a desire to 
serve as a director of The Ohio Gun Col-
lectors Association must see me at tables 
1-2 row J to obtain an application and 
all requisite forms at the May meeting.  
Nominations were opened at the March 
meeting.  In the alternative, you may con-
tact me at 440-918-6363 or email me at 
jwteklaw.net to obtain the forms.  

Three directorships will be decided by 
the membership at the November meet-
ing.  All forms and documents must be 
completed and returned to me no later 
than 1:00 PM on Sunday at the May 
meeting.

Jim Tekavec
First Vice President, OGCA

.44-40 Colt Single 
Action Army  

.38-40 WCF  
Colt Bisley 

On the front cover: Two fine guns done in the 
style of Helfricht, from the collection of Past 

President, Frank Hodges.
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ogCa members 
From around  

the World

The Philippines is home of OGCA 
 member George Hamilton.



Q: What time can I vacate my tables? 
A: Meeting hours are from 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm on Saturday and 8:00 am to 2:00 pm 
on Sunday. Tableholders are required to 
maintain their tables during these times.  
The 2nd VP may approve special cir-
cumstances.  Contact OGCA in advance 
whenever possible or inform the 2nd VP or 
security in the event of a true emergency.  

Q: At what time must my tables be 
open?
A: All tables are to be uncovered by 8:00 
am both days and available for members 
to view until the meeting closes. 

Q: When will I receive my table confir-
mation?
A: Table confirmations are mailed two 
weeks prior to the set up day of the meet-
ing. See table application pg. 13.

Q: I lost or forgot my badge, can I wear 
my wallet card in the clear plastic hold-
er?
A: No. Each member attending a meeting 
must wear the appropriate badge. If you 
need a temporary badge or replacement 
badge, see the Membership Services 
Desk in the foyer.  A temporary badge is 
good for only the weekend of the meet-

Please read for a successful OGCA 
meeting experience.  For a free 
copy of the latest By-Law book, 

contact OGCA.

Q: Is the hall open to all members on 
Fridays? 
A: No. Friday is set up day and only table 
holders and their table helper are permit-
ted.

Q: What is the guest twice per life pol-
icy?
A: Guests are strictly limited to 2 visits 
per life due to the bylaw change allowing 
guests to buy/sell firearms in compliance 
with the law and OGCA rules. Visits prior 
to the March 2007 bylaw change do not 
count.  Advise your guests that if they are 
interested in joining they must do so on 
their 1st or 2nd visit. 

Q: Am I allowed to take photos inside 
the OGCA Meeting Hall?
A: No. Photographs and recording devic-
es of any kind are strictly prohibited with 
out permission from the president. This in-
cludes photos with cell phone cameras.

Q: How many helper passes do I get if I 
have more than one table?
A: One table helper pass is issued per 
table holder.  

Q: Can my guest be my table helper?
A: No. A table helper must be a member 
or badge-wearing spouse/child. Excep-
tions may be made for disabled tablehold-
ers, but you must make prior arrange-
ments with the business office. Guest 
pass needed - twice per life policy applies.  

ing and costs $3.00. A replacement badge 
and badge insert is $5.00. 

Q: Where should I pin my badge?
A: Clearly displayed on an outer garment 
far enough above the waist to be easily 
read.     
   
Q: How do I bring a guest to an OGCA 
meeting? 
A: Guest pass forms are found in your 
OGCA Newsletter on page 11 and are also 
available (to members) at the Informa-
tion Desk. Guest passes are $10.00 and 
17 years and under are free.  Please see 
page 12 (back of form) for instructions.

Q: My friend wants to join. What does 
he or she need to do?
A: With the purchase of a guest pass, a 
Membership Application will be given. 
This form must be completed and turned 
into the Applications table in the foyer of 
the hall during desk hours on Saturday 
or Sunday of the meeting. Applicant must 
be accompanied by one of the two spon-
sors who signed the form.  A probation-
ary member cannot sponsor an applicant.  
Applications are not accepted by mail and 
can not be handed out or mailed out with-
out a current guest badge. 

Q: Can I pay my dues at the meeting 
hall?
A: Yes. The Dues table is in the foyer of 
the hall.  See posted desk hours.  Dues 
payments are also accepted by the Busi-
ness Office and processing via mail is 
recommended to avoid the possibility of 
a line.  Keep in mind it takes 4-6 weeks.  
If your dues are in arrears and you need 
quicker processing, pay at the hall.  

FAQ’s 

1.)  Put your membership badge in a safe 
place. There is a replacement cost and 
you would not want it to be lost or sto-
len for a non member to use to enter an 
OGCA meeting. 

2.)  Carry a small note pad with you.  It 
can be hard to remember what row you 
had seen an item you were interested in. 
Write down the letter of the row where 
the item was located, the name of the 
member you spoke to, and most impor-

 Tips
tantly, a contact email or phone number. 
The Business Office does not provide 
contact information for the safety of all 
members.

3.)  Always keep safety in mind! Always 
double check your firearm to make sure 
it is not loaded. Have it checked and re-
tied at the Gun Tie Desk and only en-
ter through the designated doors when 
bringing firearms into the hall. Gun ties 
are always available at the Gun Tie Table 
for a small donation to the OGCAPAC. 

4.)  Tables are available for rent in the 
foyer for the NEXT meeting or ANNU-
ALLY. If you wish to request a certain 
row or section, it is best to make those 

reservations early and put your request 
in writing on the table application.  You 
may also pick up a table application and 
mail it in or request to be added to the 
email/first class table application mailing 
list.  You need not wait for your newslet-
ter mailing.  

6.) Table rental cancellations made one 
week prior to the set up date are eligible 
for a full refund or credit. If you cancel 
your table reservation past the one week 
refund/credit deadline, and feel your 
emergency circumstances justify further 
consideration, you may send a written 
note or email to the president indicating 
the reason for the cancellation.     

Table Confirmation
 includes your Tableholder 

and Helper Pass
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Photo © 2012 Ty Greenlees

Top photo: believed to be an OGCA meeting at the Hotel Alms Ballroom in Cincinnati.   
Very special thanks to 49-year Life Member Jim Alley for this recent contribution to the historical archives.  

Bottom photo: March 10, 2012, The Roberts Centre, Wilmington, Ohio


