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At the September 
meeting I had the 
distinct honor of pre-
senting 50-year gold 
badges to three mem-
bers including Jim 
Shaffer. Jim can be 
found in the last row 
on the end cap at vir-
tually every OGCA 
meeting, and you may 
recognize him on the 
front cover!  Many 
of you know Jim as 
the go-to-guy for gun 
magazines. But did 
you know he is co-au-
thor of Gun Tools; Their History and Iden-
tification?  Jim is also a former high school 
history teacher and collector/researcher of 
spur-trigger, trade-name revolvers 1869 
to 1899. This Pennsylvanian served in the 
U.S. Army, loves OGCA, and readily shares 
his vast knowledge.  Members tell me they 
love to read the stories of our dedicated 
50+ year members like Jim, and you will 
also find great articles on Michael Janton, 
Paul Moyer, Tom Clapper and Doug Ev-
ans on page 6.  Be sure to say hello when 
you see them in the hall.  

Likewise, congratulations to all members 
ready, willing and able to “put pen to pa-
per” about your hobby. A review of two 
Winchester books featured on the front 
cover can be found on page 5.  They in-
clude Winchester Model 1895; Last of the 
Classic Lever Actions by Rob Kassab and 
Brad Dunbar and The Winchester Model 
69 – Evolution in Design by Jeffery Aben-
dshien.  Plus I hear Jerry Pitstick has a 
book hot off the press.  We invite all au-
thor members to sign their books in the 
“Author’s Corner” at the Display Show May 
8-9, 2021.  

This newsletter will print prior to the No-
vember meeting and like several other 
Board members I anticipate spending most 
of the my time working to ensure the safety 
of our members.  In September I did not 
get the chance to visit many tables, but it is 
nice to hear that you came from all over the 
country and especially out west.  Miniature 
collector Wayne Driskill of Texas graces 
our front cover along with Ohio member 
Doug Stanton. Don Grove came all the 
way in from Oregon, and Jim Autrey of Ari-

zona was back thanks 
to the Winchester 
Arms Collectors As-
sociation (next page).  
WACA had many fine 
trade tables including 
Gary and Jennifer 
Gole’s featured on 
the front cover - enjoy!  
Plus, if you missed the 
S&W displays by Rich 
Baird in September 
a great article can be 
found on page 5.  

This is the end of my 
term as president. I 

hope these fine collectors come back again 
soon when I am no longer president so I 
might actually have time to visit with you 
and see your fine collectibles!  

In parting I want to thank The Roberts 
Centre for their hospitality over the years.  
Besides the photo of the hall on the front 
cover, you will also find the Organ Grinder 
statue put up by the Roberts family over 20 
years ago.  This humble, wandering mu-
sician must have a special place in their 
hearts.  

OGCA also came from humble begin-
nings and is proud to be walking tall into 
its 84th year.  I am confident that I am leav-
ing the organization in capable hands as 
we navigate the pandemic, gear up for the 
fight against onerous legislation, and look 
long-term by supporting youth shooters.  
Speaking of capable hands, nominations 
for Director open in March.  Put your hat 
in the ring.  

A list of my hard working, talented fellow 
officers and directors can be found on the 
left hand side of the page. I thank each 
and every one of them. I also want to men-
tion Charles Metcalf, Frank Kern and all 
the Past Presidents.  Most of all I want to 
thank each of you, our members. With your 
help The Ohio Gun Collectors Association 
will uphold our timely and important motto, 
“Keep the U.S.A. the American Way.”

Fred Kolb
PresidentAFFILIATED WITH THE NRA AND CMP
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Guest Pass Forms 
(Know Your Guests and 

Inform them of the Rules!)

A Message From Our President

If you are lucky enough to find a copy of either vol. 
1 or vol. 2 of Gun Tools; Their History and Identifica-

tion co-author, Jim Shaffer will gladly sign it at his 
tables at any show.  
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1) Check www.
ogca.com period-
ically and espe-
cially before you 
leave.  OGCA 
falls under state 
guidelines for 
“retail” and not 

“mass gatherings.” If we have to cancel 
it will immediately be announced on our 
website and on our voice mail message.  
Whenever possible we will send an email.  
2) FACE COVERINGS ARE MANDA-
TORY. If you are unable to wear a mask, 
please skip the meeting. There is no ex-
emption to the use of masks and they must 
meet CDC requirements.  If you do not 
have a mask, they will be provided outside 
the entrance for free. Face covering must 
cover the nose, mouth and chin. 
3)  Capacity of the hall is limited to 2,240 
for physical distancing. If you arrive prior to 
8:30 am dress for the weather and/or stay 

in your car.  Practice 6 feet social distanc-
ing in any cues.  Coats, umbrellas, etc. 
may be left on the coat rack in the main 
foyer at your own risk.
4) Our “Cold Weather Plan” for entering 
and exiting will be posted on our website 
and we will have larger signage/flags for 
entrances and exits.  Our goal is to get 
people efficiently inside and take tempera-
tures while maintaining social distancing 
especially during the morning rush.  Please 
be patient. 
5) Guests are welcome on Saturday and 
Sunday. Guest passes are available on 
page 11 of your newsletter and by request 
at ogca@ogca.com.
6) Plenty of tables in great spots are still 
available.  Table Applications are on page 
13 of your newsletter and by request at 
ogca@ogca.com.
7) Follow signage including one-way east/
west aisles.  Maintain 6-foot social distanc-
ing.  Do not walk the show in groups larger 

than 2 so that aisle ways are not constrict-
ed.  Wash your hands! Hand sanitizing sta-
tions will be in place.
8) All guns must be checked and tied. Fol-
low all gun show etiquette. Never touch a 
gun without asking permission.
9) If you exit and wish to return you must 
re-enter at the designated main entrance 
so that we can maintain an accurate count 
for capacity.
10) The corridor connecting the hall, hotel 
and Max & Ermas will be open throughout 
the January meeting. 
11) If you paid your dues but have not yet 
received your badge insert, no worries, 
your 2020 badge is good for the January 
meeting. 
12) Most importantly if you are sick or live 
with a loved one who is at-risk please do 
not attend. 

Please visit www.ogca.com be-
fore you leave for any updates. 

Thank you to all who paid their dues so 
far.  We need and appreciate your support! 
Annual Dues Statements were sent to all 
members in October with the November in-
terim mailing. Please read your dues state-
ment carefully to see if your membership 
expires December 31, 2020.  You do not 
need your statement in order to pay your 
dues.  If your 2020 dues are due please 
pay by 12/31/20.  You can pay online 24/7 
at www.ogca.com or mail to:  OGCA P.O. 
Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067. 
(Allow 3-6 weeks processing.)

After January 15th, newsletters and other 
mailings will not be mailed until dues are 
current.  

1-year dues: $45

1-year Active Duty Military: Free (enc. 
branch, rank and duty station) 

1- year dues: $35 (Yes, I need on-time Co-
vid Relief. Limited to members current to 
2020 paying 2021 dues. Expires 3/31/21)

3-year dues:  $110 (saves $25)

5-year dues:  $165 (saves $60) 

Life Membership:  $700

Sr. Life (65 yrs.+): $400 (Enc. proof of age)

 As always you will be admitted to the  
January 9-10, 2021 meeting  

on your 2020 badge.

Note: in order to get your Jan. 
9-10, 2021 Guest Pass (page 11) 

and Table Application (page 13) to 
you on time, this newsletter went to 
press prior to the Nov. 2020 meet-
ing.  Several important announce-
ments from the Nov. meeting will 

be included on the Applicant List.  
Reserve your tables early - we are 

going into our busy season!

Thank you to Jim and Deb Curlovic (front cover) for organizing the annual Winchester 
Arms Collectors Association (WACA) Midwestern show held for the 9th year in a row 
within our September meeting.  Jim is a long-time member of OGCA and First Vice 
President of WACA.  Mark your calendar, WACA will be back September 11-12, 2021, 
plus ROCS (the Ruger Owners Collectors Society) will be with us July 17-18, 2021.

Is Your Membership Up For Renewal?

2020 PAC Raffle and 
Trump Hat Raffle 

Winners:
Per the above, look for the winners on 
the Applicant List as the drawing will 
be held at the November meeting. 

Second and Third (prototype) Models of Winchester Hotchkiss 
Carbines in .433 Spanish Calibers. Displayed by Jim Curlovic

WACA members had plen-
ty of Winchesters for sale 
and trade in the WACA 
row, and many more could 
be found throughout the 
hall. 

Winchester Arms Collectors Association

Important Things to Know When You Attend The Show - Stay Informed
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A latter development of Smith & Wesson 
was the .22 Hand Ejector, M frame, double 
action revolver. This incredibly small re-
volver was the smallest double action offer-
ing by Smith & Wesson ever. It was nick-
named the Ladysmith. A name still used 
by S&W today. It was introduced in 1902, 
chambered for .22 Long. It has a swing out 
cylinder, holding 7 cartridges. Three distinct 
models were offered. The first manufac-
tured from 1902 to 1906 in the serial range 
of 1 to 4575. In the first model, the cylinder 
release, unlike current S&Ws, was pulled 
back instead of pushed forward. Offered 
in round butt with black rubber grips. The 

second model 1906 to 1910, in the serial 
number range of 4576 to 13950, differs in 
that the cylinder latch was moved under 
the barrel, in front of the extractor rod and 
is activated by pulling it forward. The third 
model produce from 1910 until 1921 was 
changed to a square butt configuration 
with walnut grips. The serial number range 
for the third model is 13951 to 26154.  

S&W only ever offered the .22 on the petite 
M Frame. These small pistols are striking 
in person because of their diminutive size.  
Thanks, Rich, for taking the time to present 
this interesting display!

At the September meeting, member Rich 
Baird, set up a display highlighting two in-
teresting developments of the .22 revolver 
by Smith & Wesson – the development 
of the .22 cartridge in early revolvers and 
the diminutive Ladysmith M Frame model. 
 
S&W designed and manufactured the first 
self-contained metallic cartridge, the .22 
rim fire. This was different than the prior 
metallic cartridges using the pin fire system 
with a protruding pin that was struck by a 
hammer to activate an internal primer. As I 
am sure anyone reading this is aware, rim-
fire cartridges have priming material in the 

hollow rim of the cartridge that when struck 
by a firing pin is compressed and causes 
the priming material to ignite, resulting 
in the burning of the powder in the car-
tridge and discharge of the ammunition. 
This system was all very revolutionary 
in 1857. Also, most anyone reading this 
probably has a .22 of their own. Arguably, 
the most successful cartridge of all time. 
S&W originally brought the cartridge out in 

what we know as the .22 short. The first 
firearm for this cartridge was the Smith 
& Wesson Model 1. It was a seven-shot 
tip-up revolver. It featured bored through 
cylinders. This was another revolution-
ary idea in 1857. It was also protected by 
Rollin White’s patent, controlled by S&W, 
giving S&W the exclusive right to produce 
metallic cartridge revolvers until 1872.  

Displayed were examples of the three ma-
jor issues of the first .22 revolver.  Also dis-
played was the evolutionary Model 2 in .32 
rimfire and two issues of the Model 1 ½, 
both in .32 rimfire cartridge. The number 2 
is a larger revolver than the Model 1.

This display set forth the early develop-
ment of the self-contained cartridge and 
the earliest cartridge handguns. So much 
has come from these early beginnings 163 
years ago.  

Smith & Wesson – The Start of It All!  

Examples of the three major is-
sues of the first Model 1, the .22 
revolvers. 7 shot capacity.

 S&W Model 1 ½ first and  
second issue in .32 5 shot. 

S&W Model 2 in .32 rimfire 6 shot. 

M Frame S&W – The Original Ladysmith

SAVE THE DATE!  
MAY 8-9, 2021

 Annual Display Show 
More info in next newsletter. 

M Frame Third Model 1910-1921

M Frame Second Model 1906-1910M Frame First Model 1902-1906

Two S&W Displays from the Collection of Rich Baird - by Sean A. McCarter

Rich Baird at the September meeting
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Overview 

of 2 Great Winchester 

books by our author 

members

While there have been many books pub-
lished on a large variety of Winchester 
rifles over the years, very few have singu-
larly focused on the lower-cost .22 Caliber 
bolt action repeating rifles.  This lack of at-
tention by mainstream authors is partly due 
to the minimal remaining documentation 
on these models housed at the McCraken 
research library in Cody, WY and the ab-
sence of serial numbers on the rifles which 
inhibits chronological categorization for the 
collector.

This newly published textbook devoted 
solely to the Winchester model 69/69a 
is the product of 8 years of dedicated re-
search.  To provide the model 69 collector 
with sufficient relevant details, the infor-
mation in this book is culled from existing 
Winchester production records, change of 
product notices, factory drawings, compo-
nent parts lists, price lists, period advertis-
ing, model specifications, Winchester mu-
seum records and by direct observation of 
thousands of original examples.  This infor-
mation has been compiled and condensed 
in a format designed to provide both de-
tailed model-specific information and de-
scribe the model 69 evolutionary design 

process to aid the collector in identifying 
a production date range of a specific rifle.  
The end result is an extremely detailed 
book specifically focusing on the model 69 
that was written by a collector, or collectors.

The book is hardcover with a Smyth sewn 
binding, case bound with genuine bonded 
leather and, most importantly, printed in the 
USA.  It includes information on the model 
69 pre-cursor models, development, pro-
duction, all catalogued variations and com-
ponent chronology.  It contains over 450 
pages with more than 1,300 drawings and 
images to aid the collector and is by far the 
most comprehensive book ever written on 

a Winchester bolt action rim fire rifle.

This limited edition book of only 1000 
hand-numbered copies is available directly 
from rimfirepublications.com.  The book is 
$79.99, and a special discount code for 
free shipping is available to OGCA mem-
bers.  Use coupon code “ogcafs” at check-
out to take advantage of this OGCA mem-
ber perk.
 
Isbn: 978-1-68454-169-0 / library of con-
gress number: 2018914760

Jeffery Abendshien is one of our newest 
members. A proud former “Buckeye” he 
came all the way from NV to our Septem-
ber “20” meeting. Welcome Jeffery!

The Winchester Model 69 – Evolution in Design 
A Book by Jeffery W. Abendshien

Winchester Model 1895 Last of the Classic Lever Actions 
A Book by Rob Kassab and Brad Dunbar

This book tells 
the story of the 
Winches te r 
Model 1895.  
Its unique de-

sign, the high-pow-
ered cartridges it fired and the 

variety of configurations in which it was of-
fered, made it special among all Winchester 
lever actions.  Originating with the genius of 
John Browning, it was fully realized by the 
manufacturing expertise of T.G. Bennett, 
William Mason and the Winchester Repeat-
ing Arms Company.  Production spanned 
four decades.  Its colorful history included 
a wide cast of characters—tough, turn of 
the century lawmen, hunters and adventur-
ers, Mexican revolutionaries, soldiers on the 
Eastern Front of World War I, and of course, 
President Theodore Roosevelt.
  
The book is the result of years of research.  
This included the examination of several 
thousand Model 1895s to a varying degree, 
photographing many of them and carefully 
recording any relevant data.  We were also 
able to thoroughly review a great deal of 
original Winchester and period documen-

tation, drawings and photographs.  These 
primary sources have been both presented 
within the book and referred to as much as 
possible throughout.  They have enabled us 
to verify what was published in past works 
and, more importantly, allowed us to include 

a great deal of new information regarding 
the history of the Winchester Repeating 
Arms Company (WRACo) and its manufac-
turing from the 1890s into the 1930s.  This 
should not only be welcome to Model 1895 
collectors, but to collectors of other contem-
porary Winchester models as well.  Second-

ary sources of information were also used, 
but were selected with care, and include 
scholarly works that were especially impor-
tant to the historical sections of the book.  As 
a result, this book is not only a must-have for 
Model 1895 enthusiasts, it is a must-have 
for all collectors of Winchester’s classic le-
ver action rifles.

Over 400 Full-Color Pages. Each Book 
Signed by the Authors, Printed in the USA. 
U.S. orders: $89.99 + $6.99 shipping. Order 
online: www.1895Book.com or send a check 
or money order to: Buffalo Cove Publishing 
LLC • 160 West Camino Real #177, Boca 
Raton, FL 33432.

Rob Kassab is a member of OGCA having 
joined in 2012 at the 1st annual Mid-West-
ern WACA show held at our meeting at the 
I-X Center. He was president of WACA at 
that time and now serves on the Board of 
Directors and Executive Editor of the Win-
chester Collector Journal. Brad Dunbar is 
the Editor of the WACA Journal. We look 
forward to seeing them at an upcoming 
meeting and invite them to our book sign-
ing in May 2021.

CALLING ALL FIREARMS AUTHORS!
Do you have a firearm related book you have written 

and would like to promote?
Participate in the Authors Corner and Book Signing 

May 8-9, 2021 during the Display Show!

Contact Sandra Schwab 
   at 330-467-5733 or email 

    sschwab@ogca.com 
        for more details.
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My first contact with the OGCA was 
when a very good friend (Russ Thornton) 
told my father and I about a show at a 
hotel in downtown Cincinnati.  We went 
to the show and unknown to us for may 
years, our picture was taken while I was 
leaning over a table admiring a Sharps 
Borchardt (45/70) Rifle, and my father 
(with his back to the camera) was watch-
ing me.  Page 23 in “The First 75 Years”, 
I am the kid in the white shirt with a lot of 
hair, in the center. 

I finished high school and joined the Air 
Force.  They put me in weapons school.  
I loved it! I made three stripes in three 
years. My first wife did not want to be 
a camp follower, she wanted to settle 
down and raise a  family, so four and a 
half years later I went to barber college 
and worked forty-two years in south west 
Ohio in the barbering business. Among 
other things, I am the armor for the local 
American Legion Post, retired sergeant 
at arms of thirty years, and the range 
officer in the local Rod and Gun Club. I 
have shot with the North-South Skirmish 
Association 110 OVI, the Dayton Muzzle 
Loading Gun Club, the local high power 
league at Camp Perry, Camp Ataberry, 
the ATA and most of the rod and gun 
clubs within 100 miles. My wife and I are 
the outside greeters for our church.  I do 
a lot of volunteering and now am totally 
retired. God Bless All!  

I have always loved guns and gun collecting, 
ever since a Red Ryder Range rifle was under 
the Christmas tree in 1947. Yes, The Christmas 
Story movie and I have a lot in common. I was 
raised in a small Ohio town, 300 residents, and 
lived in a Tom Sawyer world where owning and 

shooting guns was very normal for all young 
boys. My first rifle was a Stevens Favorite pur-
chased at a local farm auction for $3. From my 
16th birthday forward I remember so well attend-
ing the Canton OGCA shows and later at Vets 
Memorial in Columbus. OGCA has always been 
and is today a very important part of my life, only 
missing those years while serving in the USN. 
In my senior years my collecting interests have 
been centered on representatives of our great 
American history, Rev war, Civil war and old 
West with a few WWII pieces thrown in. OGCA 
has always been a wonderful treasure trove of 
knowledge and participating in many display 
shows has been very rewarding. I look forward 
to many more years of searching the isles for 
that long alluded piece I must own. I share a 
table, N2, with my friend Wayne Noble, stop by, 
I love to talk collecting.

Congratulations 50+ Year OGCA Members

Paul 
Moyer

Antique Collector, Doug Evans 

Over 52 Years: Michael Janton

50 Year Milestone for Tom Clapper

My name is Michael Janton and I have been 
an OGCA member for over 52 years. My 
brother Robin (now deceased) of the Lock 
Stock and Barrel Gun Shop 
in Hilliard OH and I were both 
encouraged to join by found-
ing member Don Weber, bless 
his gruff manor and very kind 
heart.

I remember manning my 
brothers Reloaders Inc. tables 
at the old Vet’s Memorial Au-
ditorium in Columbus before 
Columbus turned sickening 
blue while I collected  Civil 
War guns and artifacts. My 
Mentor and friend was life 
Member, Navy Chief and 1914 China Sailor 
Gene ”Swartzy” Swartz, good soul, long 
gone and sorely missed. Perhaps some Gold 

Badge holders remembers one of these Old 
Guard members...I am the remote one...the 
last of that group. 

I have never been a network-
er, so I doubt that anyone in 
the OGCA remembers me. I 
still collect Civil War but have 
expanded over the years to 
collect Plains beadwork, Buf-
falo Bill, Armor and WWII in-
fantry and aviation artifacts but 
have concentrated in fine/rare 
Brown Bess muskets and oth-
er pre-Revolutionary, Revolu-
tionary and early US muskets.

In the photo I am holding my 
favorite firearm, ac.1760 commercial Brown 
Bess by Barbar in NRA antique fine condition.  

US rifle  
model 1878 

Sharps Borchardt 
Sharps Rifle Co. 

Old reliable serial 
7xxx bought 57 

years ago. 

Fred Kolb, President and 1st VP Sherman Kirkland 
III presenting Tom’s Gold Badge in September. 

Congrats to

OGCA show circa 1952 at Hotel Alms.  Paul came 
with his dad in a 1936 Buick Limited 90. 

Doug Evans started coming to OGCA when 
he was 12 years old. His dad took him to his 
first show at Veterans Memorial Hall in 1952. 
He has been a continuous member for 52 
years! Doug comes to the Roberts Centre 
regularly as a spectator and occasionally as 
a table holder. He loves antique firearms and 
antiques, in general.  His parents had an an-
tique shop and he and his wife of 54 years, 
Jean, enjoy chasing down antiques. 

Doug holds a Bachelor of Science in biology 
from Bowling Green University but laughs  
that he never used his major. Instead, he 
served in the Air Force and was trained as 
a pilot.  His first job out of the military was 
as a company pilot with National Cash Reg-

ister of Dayton. Doug went on to become a 
Captain for United Airlines and is now retired. 
Originally from New Carlisle, Ohio, Doug and 
Jean have called Medina, Ohio, home for 32 
years. The have two grown children.  Thanks 
for your loyalty and dedication, Doug!
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In the current debate over gun control, 
there are a lot of assertions being made 
by various writers about the meaning of 
the Second Amendment’s phrase “a well 
regulated Militia” and who is included in 
it.  Much of what is being alleged by both 
sides is either incomplete or inaccurate.

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution, 
which was adopted in 1787 gave Con-
gress the powers: To provide for calling 
forth the Militia to execute the Laws of 
the Union, suppress Insurrections and 
repel Invasions; To provide for organiz-
ing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, 
and for governing such Part of them as 
may be employed in the Service 
of the United States, reserving to 
the States respectively, the Ap-
pointment of the Officers, and the 
Authority of training the Militia ac-
cording to the discipline prescribed 
by Congress.

However the Constitution did not 
define “militia.”  This was not an 
oversight.  The country was very 
young and was still looking for a 
workable balance between the powers 
on the national government and those 
of the several states.  Every state had 
its own militia law in place since long 
before the Revolution and arguably it 
was intended to let these laws govern 
insofar as practical the composition of 
the militia.  While these various state 
militia laws differed, they all generally 
defined the militia as being composed 
of all free adult males.  They all defined 
the organization and training of the state 
militias.  The militia laws required that 
every member maintain a rifle and am-
munition.  These militias existed not only 
to defend against marauding Indians but 
also to provide law enforcement in the 
absence of an organized police force.  
Militia members were generally required 
not only to “raise a hue and cry” but also 
to intervene as armed citizens to protect 
others from criminal activity.

In some states, such as Massachusetts, 
these laws also provided for an Orga-
nized Militia made up of volunteers from 
the militia.  The Minutemen were this 
organized militia and the predecessors 
of today’s National Guard but they were 

not the whole of the militia.

The Second Amendment was adopted 
four years later in 1791.  It stated simply: 
A well regulated militia being necessary 
to the security of a free state, the right of 
the people to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed.
The United States had just fought a 
war against the most powerful nation 
in the world and would soon fight an-
other.  The need for national defense 
was obvious but the citizens of post-
Revolutionary America did not trust any 
government, not even their own.  They 
had seen how a once-benevolent gov-

ernment could turn to tyranny and how 
a standing army could be instrument of 
that tyranny.  It was generally believed 
that in a republic the citizens all had a 
stake in the survival of the nation and 
all had a duty to defend it.  This Amend-
ment simply guaranteed that they would 
always have the means to do so with-
out having to rely on what was seen as 
a potentially dangerous standing army. 

While the Constitution and its Amend-
ments lay out the framework for the gov-
ernance of the United States, they do not 
go into specifics.  The laws passed by 
Congress fill out that framework.  Con-
gress did this almost immediately after 
the adoption of the Second Amendment 
by passing the Militia Acts of 1792.

The First Militia Act extended to the 
President the power to call forth the Mili-
tia granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion.  This was neither a power grab by 
President Washington nor an attempt to 
tear down the separation of powers.  It 
was merely an acknowledgement of the 
fact that Congress was not always in 
session and that if a military emergency 

arose when they were not, the Com-
mander in Chief would need the ability 
to exercise this power.

The Second Militia Act which was made 
permanent in 1795 defined the makeup 
of the militia as: ...each and every free 
able-bodied white male citizen of the re-
spective States, resident therein, who is 
or shall be of age of eighteen years, and 
under the age of forty-five years.

Since many of those who sat in Con-
gress in 1792 had also been delegates 
to the Constitutional Convention, this is 
the clearest statement we have of what 

the Framers intended by “militia.”

In an effort to improve upon the 
existing patchwork system of state 
militia laws it further provided: 
That every citizen...shall, within six 
months thereafter, provide himself 
with a good musket or firelock, a 
sufficient bayonet and belt, two 
spare flints, and a knapsack, a 
pouch, with a box therein, to con-
tain not less than twenty four car-

tridges, suited to the bore of his musket 
or firelock, each cartridge to contain a 
proper quantity of powder and ball; or 
with a good rifle, knapsack, shot-pouch, 
and powder-horn, twenty balls suited to 
the bore of his rifle, and a quarter of a 
pound of powder... and that from and 
after five years from the passing of this 
Act, all muskets from arming the militia 
as is herein required, shall be of bores 
sufficient for balls of the eighteenth part 
of a pound

The distinction between “rifle” and “mus-
ket” is significant.  Unlike a rifle a mus-
ket as required by this Act was a firearm 
with no non-military purpose whatsoev-
er.  It lacked both the range and accura-
cy required for either target shooting or 
hunting.  Its sole purpose was to fire at 
short range into the massed infantry for-
mations which composed the contem-
porary battlefield and to allow as rapid a 
rate of fire as the technology or the day 
could provide.  In contemporary terms, 
this would be the equivalent of requiring 
every adult citizen to possess an AR-
15, 200 rounds of 5.56mm ammunition, 
seven magazines and appropriate web 

History of the U.S. Militia Acts
 by Michael Grove
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gear. This is essentially what is done in 
Switzerland today.  The Swiss experi-
ence alone might indicate that the cause 
of America’s problems with gun violence 
may lie somewhere other than the avail-
ability of certain types of firearms

The Militia Act of 1862 effectively re-
moved the requirements of “free” and 
“white” from the definition of militia by al-
lowing African-Americans to serve in the 
military during the Civil War.

The Militia Act of 1903 and its 1908 
amendments repealed and replaced 
the Militia Act of 1792.  It held: That the 
militia shall consist of every able-bodied 
male citizen of the respective States, 
Territories, and the District of Columbia, 
and every able-bodied male of foreign 
birth who has declared his intention 
to become a citizen, who is more than 
eighteen and less than forty-five years 
of age, and into two classes - the or-
ganized militia, to be known as the Na-
tional Guard of the State, Territory, or 
District of Columbia, or by such other 
designations as may be given them by 
the laws of the respective States or Ter-

ritories, and the remainder to be known 
as the Reserve Militia.
 
This definition of the Reserve Militia was 
used to define in whole or in part the Se-
lective Service conscription pool for both 
World Wars and Korea.

The current law 10 USC § 311 adopted 
in 1956 and amended in 1993 provides 
that: 
(a) The militia of the United States con-
sists of all able-bodied males at least 17 
years of age and, except as provided in 
section 313 of title 32, under 45 years of 
age who are, or who have made a dec-
laration of intention to become, citizens 
of the United States and of female citi-
zens of the United States who are mem-
bers of the National Guard.  
(b) The classes of the militia are— 
      (1) the organized militia, which con-
sists of the National Guard and the Na-
val Militia; and 
     (2) the unorganized militia, which 
consists of the members of the militia 
who are not members of the National 
Guard or the Naval Militia. 

There have been several other Acts 
dealing with the organization, opera-
tion and duties of the militia.  But those 
cited above are the ones which deal 
with its composition.  One thing which 
has remained constant since 1792 and 
remains true today is that the militia as 
defined by the laws of the United States 
is not limited to the National Guard as 
some people would have us believe.

Whichever side of the current debate 
one may be on, it would be at best dis-
ingenuous to ignore the history and cur-
rent meaning of militia and its effect on 
that debate.
 
Michael Grove has been a member for 
15 years. In the 1990’s a Summit Coun-
ty Councilman was trying to pass an 
assault rifle ordinance, and much of Mi-
chael’s research against the proposed 
law went into this article. He is a retired 
engineer. Michael’s eclectic collecting 
interests span all the way from an 1879 
Black Powder rifle to a M-60 machine 
gun.

Safety Reminders

No Loaded Guns / Clips
No Loaded Concealed Weap-

ons / Magazines
No Loose Ammunition 

No Black Powder

Observe all Safety Rules, Bylaws and 
Federal and State Firearm Laws. Ad-
ditional copies of the Bylaws are free 
at the Business Office Desk at the 
hall or by request by phone, email 
or mail.  A helpful BATF Gun Show 
Guidelines flier (5300.23A) can be 
found in the lobby, meeting hall or at 

www.ogca.com and by request at 
(330) 467-5733.  

JANUARY 9-10, 2021

S.A.S.S.S.A.S.S.
BIG IRONSBIG IRONS

FEATURE DISPLAYFEATURE DISPLAY

2021 2022
Jan. 9-10, 2021

March 13-14, 2021
May 8-9, 2021

(Annual Display Show and Banquet)
July 17-18, 2021 (ROCS)

Sept. 11-12, 2021 (WACA)
Nov. 20-21, 2021

(Annual Meeting/Director Election)

Jan. 8-9, 2022
March 12-13, 2022

April 30 - May 1, 2022
(Annual Display Show and Banquet) 

July 16-17 2022
Sept. 10-11, 2022
Nov. 19-20, 2022

(Annual Meeting/Director Election)
w w w. o g c a . c o mM

ee
ti

n
g
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Meeting Hours

   Meeting Hall   The Roberts Centre
     123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 

   45177 (800) 654-7038. I-71 at Exit 50 
   (U.S. 68). North of and visible from 

    I-71. Directions www.ogca.com

Saturday  8:30 am - 5 pmSaturday  8:30 am - 5 pm  
Sunday  8:30 am - Sunday  8:30 am - 22 pm pm

Be sure to like us on 
Facebook!!

https://www.facebook.com/
theogca

Great way to stay up to date 
with events and changes.
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I first got interested in side-by-side double-
barreled shotguns in 1988.  I had read a 
lot about the ultimate double: 12 bore, side 
lock ejector, double triggers, straight grip, 6 
pounds 8 ounces in makers case. I attend-
ed the first USA Holland & Holland Field 
Trials held at the Homestead Resort in Hot 
Springs, Virginia in 1993.  I participated in 
shooting 12 different Holland & Holland 
side lock shotguns during the sporting 
clays event.  This solidified my desire for 
an English 12 Bore Side lock ejector.

In the fall of this same year, I was on a 
trip out east and stopped by a gun shop 
in northern Ohio that I had bought guns at 
over the years.  This shop has Best Guns 
from England and Europe.  I found noth-
ing in the Best Guns Rack that showed any 
interest, but just as I was turning around 
about to leave is when I saw ‘IT.’  It wasn’t in 
the regular gun rack, instead; it was alone 
in a rack a few feet away.  I slowly walked 
over and looked at it. “Pick it up and take a 
good look at it,” a voice said. I looked up in 
the direction of the voice and it was a sales-
man walking towards me from a side office 
room.  He stopped near me as I picked up 
the double to look at it.  “We just took that 
in on trade,” he continued, “and I suppose 
you want to see the original bill of sale?” 
“Well I….” “It’s in the case; in an envelope; 
I’ll get it for you.” He said.

I kept looking over this double.  It looked 
new.  It was a Harrison and Hussey 12 bore 
side lock ejector, 28 inch barrels, 6 pounds 
8 ounces serial number 2102 in makers’ 
case, but a price out of my range!!

I set the double back on the rack and the 
salesman handed me an envelope. “Take 
a look,” he said sternly.  I pulled the Actual 
Bill of Sale from the envelope dated April 

1st, 1926---55 Pounds 15 Shillings; 
there is a 2 Pence postage stamp 
with the initials ERH and the date 
written in ink, (I have no idea what 
this is for).  BINGO!  I thought.

“Wow!” I said, “This is nice and exactly 
what I’ve been looking for; but it’s some-
what out of my pocketbook range.” “Don’t 
pay any attention to that price tag.  We’ll 
take $XXXX.  Does this sound better to 
you?” The salesman said with a, ‘I know 
he’ll take it for this’ smile.

I was lost for words for a few 
seconds.  He just stood there 
grinning. Salesmen have this 
uncanny thing to see some-
thing in customers’ eyes and, 
he saw it in mine. “Well,” I 
said, “Do you take trades?” 
“What do you have?” I told 
him. He responded very pos-
itive and said, “Yes, but we’ll 
have to see it.  Can you bring 
it in?” I explained that I was 
on my way out east on a trip 
and would be able to come 
back the following Monday 
with my trade.  I asked, “Can 
I put this double ‘On Hold’ 
for a week?” “Certainly!” He 
responded. I gave him my 
name, etc. and said I’d be 
back next Monday about 10 
AM. He acknowledged.
 
I left the gun shop, finished my trip out 
east and returned home by weeks end. I 
had some planning to do and information 
to gather before returning to this shop on 
Monday.

I called a well-known English gunsmith in 
the west and received the information I 
needed on the dimensions for the cham-
ber length and wall thickness of the barrels.  
He also told me that Harrison and Hussey’s 
are one of the best and strongest doubles 
made.  I thanked him for taking the time to 
talk to me and giving me this information.

Monday morning finally arrived.  I loaded all 
my inspection gear, double for trading and 
headed for this shop.  I arrived just short of 
10 AM, went straight in and was greeted 
by the salesman who waited on me origi-
nally.  I said, “The Harrison and Hussey 
still here?” “Of course,” he said, “It’s been 
waiting for you!” I handed him my trade. He 
said, “I’ll get the manager.  He handles all 

trades.” “Fine,” I said, “I have some ques-
tions to ask him.”

The manager introduced himself, the sales-
man gave him my trade and I said, “While 
you’re looking over my trade, would you 
mind if I measure the chamber lengths, 
wall thickness and choke restrictions?” “No, 
that’s fine.  Have you got gauges?” “Yes,” 
and told him what kind.  I also asked, “May I 
shoot this double?” “Yes,” He said and gave 
me ten 2 ½ inch shells. 

I took the Harrison and 
Hussey outside, set up my 
wall thickness gauges and 
measured 9 inches down 
from each muzzle.  I did 
this in three different places 
in each barrel.  Each barrel 
measured exactly what the 
English gentleman had given 
me for wall thickness mea-
surements for a new English 
12 Bore Double.  I also mea-
sured the chamber lengths, 
bore diameters and choke 
restrictions. I shot this double 
on the Trap range and did 
well dusting most of the clay 
birds.

I went back in to see the man-
ager.  He had finished with 
his evaluation of my trade.  I 
told him that I found the Har-

rison and Hussey met the specifications I 
had and that it shot nicely.  He told me that 
he had taken this double in on trade for a 
heavier double from a man from Virginia.  
He also said that this double had been re-
stored.

I lay the Harrison and Hussey beside my 
double, looked at the manager and said, 
“How can we trade?” He was a gentleman, 
to say the least.  His words were like mu-
sic to my ears.  He said exactly what I had 
figured I could go the difference; and we 
traded right on the spot. 
    
I verified that I am the third owner by mak-
ing contact with the second owner in Vir-
ginia that traded this gun where I bought it 
and he also told me that he had it restored.     
 
My search has ended and I can say “I 
HAVE AN ENGLISH 12 BORE SIDE LOCK 
EJECTOR GAME GUN IN MAKERS CASE 
WITH ACCESSORIES AND ORIGINAL 
BILL OF SALE!”

My Quest For An English 12 Bore Side Lock 
Ejector Game Gun - By Bob Jennings

A close up of the Harrison and Hussey

“I have had many
pleasant times with this 

double shooting Skeet and 
hunting out west for Sharp-
Tail Grouse and Hungarian 

Partridge.”
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With great sadness 
the family of Rich-
ard Paul Broering 
Sr. announces his 
passing on August 
1, 2020 at the age 
of 88. He was a 
member of OGCA 
for 44 years. Rich-
ard was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

and lived in Delhi Township, attended el-
ementary school at Our Lady of Victory 
and went on to graduate from Elder High 
School. Richard attended the University of 
Cincinnati with a track of Business Admin-
istration. Before finishing college, he joined 
the Army and was stationed in Ft. Knox. Af-
ter the Army, Richard worked 39 years for 
Wendling Printing Company in the sales of 
print advertising. Richard was a longtime 
member of the Cincinnati Industrial Adver-
tisers. He was a member of St. Mary of the 
Assumption Church, Alexandria, Kentucky. 
His wife Marlene, his two sons, several 
grandchildren, family, and friends will dearly 
miss him. 

Member for 4 
years, Daniel Carl 
Gallagher, 74, 
passed away on 
Saturday, August 8, 
2020. Daniel was 
Born on May 27, 
1946 in Barnes-
ville, Ohio. Dan 
was the owner of 

D & L Enterprises and a member at St 
Philip the Apostle Catholic Church in Mor-
row, Ohio. He enjoyed, fishing, hunting, and 
house boating. He was an outdoorsman 
and member of the Butler County Sports-
men Rifle & Pistol Club. Dan enjoyed all the 
years he watched his boys play sports. He 
was a devoted husband, father, and grand-
father, and truly loved spending time with 
his grandkids.

41 year member, 
William F. Hause 
(Bill), 94 passed 
away April 18, 2020. 
Bill was a graduate 
of Springfield High 
School. He was a 
longtime member of 
Covenant Presbyte-
rian Church, where 
he served as a dea-
con. Bill enjoyed 

fishing in his early years, but he was an avid 
hunter for most of his adult life. He was a for-
mer president of the Sportsman & Farmer’s 

Hunting Club in Springfield. Bill was a proud 
employee of Sun Valley Lodge in Idaho and 
Timberline Lodge in Oregon, working in vari-
ous positions including lifeguard and ski pa-
trol. He was a master gunsmith by trade, be-
ing personally chosen by master gunmaker 
P.O. Ackley to work in his shops in 3 different 
states in the west. Bill studied gunsmithing 
at Trinidad State Junior College in Colorado.  
Bill worked as a construction materials esti-
mator for many years. He served his country 
proudly in the Army Air Corp during WWII.

Lee McCafferty, 82, of Richwood, died 
September 1, 2020 
at his home. Lee was 
a 1955 graduate of 
the Richwood High 
School. He was raised, 
lived and worked on 
the family farm. He 
retired in 1995 from 
the Whirlpool Corp 
after 40 years. He 
was long-time mem-

ber of the Claibourne United Methodist 
Church.  One to never sit still very long, 
Lee was very active throughout his life. In 
his younger days, he competed very suc-
cessfully in many semi-pro rodeo events in 
Ohio and surrounding states. This love of 
rodeo has stayed with Lee his entire life, 
he followed the PBR and PRCA Rodeo Cir-
cuit religiously, he knew all the stats and 
was very knowledgeable about the sport. 
He also had a passion for skiing, he vol-
unteered for the Ski Patrol at Mad River 
Mountain from 1969-1990 and skied well 
into his 60’s. He passed this love onto his 
family, and cherished the ski trips to Colo-
rado and New York with his grown grand-
kids. He also loved shooting, trap, skeet 
and sporting clays it didn’t matter. He was 
also a member of the NRA and the Cardinal 
Shooting Center. To say Lee enjoyed peo-
ple was an understatement, he truly “never 
knew a stranger”.  But his family is what Lee 
held most dear. He never missed an event 
of his kids or grandkids, they were his prior-
ity.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family including his wife of 48 years. 

Robert (Bob) I. Maxson, 18 year mem-
ber passed away at 
the age of 75 after 
a well-fought battle 
with cancer on June 
23, 2020. Bob re-
sided in southwest 
Ohio for the past 30 
years. Bob was an 
avid gun collector, 
fabricator, and his-
torian. He enjoyed 

hunting (especially prairie dogs), fishing, 
reading his gun magazines and western 
novels, and Farmall tractors. He retired 
from Navistar-International Harvester after 
many years of service. Bob and Carol en-
joyed their home in Florida during the cold 
Ohio months and few knew how much he 
enjoyed the beautiful calla lilies his wife, 
Carol grew in their yard and how proud he 
was that his grass was finally just perfect.

Passages

    Hotels
NOTE:NOTE:    Ask for confirmation of Ask for confirmation of 
room rate at the time you make room rate at the time you make 
your reservation.  Prices are your reservation.  Prices are 
subject to change with high tourism. subject to change with high tourism. 
Book early due to other events in the area and Book early due to other events in the area and 
the shortage of hotels in close vicinity to the the shortage of hotels in close vicinity to the 
Roberts Centre. Roberts Centre.   
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at 
Roberts Centre  123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 
45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 Check inCheck in 3 3  
PMPM. 24-hour cancellation (greater notice will help your 
fellow member.) Two-night minimum.Two-night minimum.  For RVRV parking, parking, 
hook up and cost call (937) 283-3200.
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount 
off per room per night. Mention OGCA  when making 
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations. Rates can 
fluctuate with peak seasons. 
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi)  Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations.
5) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, OH 
(937) 382-6000 (12 mi.).
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, 
Je,frsonville. (740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 65. 
Outlet mall. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount when 
making reservations. Rates can fluctuate with peak 
seasons. 
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   I-71 
Exit 65.  Outlet mall. $79 + tax.
8) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen 
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740) 
948-9305. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount off going 
rates (which fluctuate) when making reservations. 
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400  (19 mi.)  
(Buckeye RV). 1-71 Exit  69. 
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160. 
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35) 
11) Country Hearth Inn & Suites WCH 1810 
Victoria Street, Washington Court House, OH 43160, 
www.redlion.com/washington-court-house (740) 333-
4478. $74.99 + tax (27 mi.)
12) Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Mason 
(31 mi. Only 30 min.) 5100 Natorp Blvd., Mason, OH 
45040 (513) 387-6000. Ask for OGCA rate. $99 King/ 
$104 Queen Double except during peak season). Close 
to many restaurants. 

Remember to 
follow all OGCA 
Rules for your 
safety and others.


