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Next Meetings: 
March 9-10, 2019
May 11-12, 2019

Spanish Gold
The Art of Damascening

By Leonardo M. Antaris, M.D. 
Representing OGCA at

The NRA Annual Meeting & Exhibits
Indianapolis, April 26-28, 2019 (page 7)
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Guest Pass Forms 
(Know Your Guests and 

Inform them of the Rules!)

OGCA PAC
New Merchandise

Terrific deals on  
close-outs 

Raffle items needed!  
Donate a collectible

 to preserve and protect our 
gun rights!

At the November meeting, A donation was given to the 
Akron Zips Rifle Team. OGCA is proud to support this 

outstanding collegiate team.

I hope you all enjoyed the holidays, and that 
you have a prosperous and healthy new 
year.  As you look forward to the new year 
please check out what is happening in 2019 
on the next page. 

One thing in particular I want to draw your 
attention to is the opportunity to attend the 
2019 NRA Annual Meeting & Exhibits in In-
dianapolis.  For many members, it will never 
be closer, or easier to attend this amazing 
event. In fact, information can be found on 
page 6 on how to take advantage of an of-
fer from the club to “take the bus and leave 
the driving to us.” You will have the ability 
to see and evaluate virtually every product 
associated with the shooting and hunting 
sports, from firearms and ammunition to 
holsters, scopes, and knives.  

The best part though, is “Collector’s Row” 
where NRA-affiliated collector’s associa-
tions feature an exhibit.  OGCA’s “Span-
ish Gold” display by Len Antaris is unlike 
anything presented at an NRA event.  How 
many people have even heard of gold dam-
ascening?  I have seen unique presentation 
guns, but not quite like those on the cover 
of this newsletter, and I certainly did not 
know the painstaking process of creating 
this artistry.

Speaking of artistry, May is right around 
the corner, and my wife, Flo, and I always 
enjoy the Annual Banquet and being pres-
ent when the Display Show awards are 
given out. Phil Schreier of the NRA’s Na-
tional Firearms Museums takes this special 
occasion to another level as our Keynote 
Speaker.  We expect to fill up fast so order 
your tickets today. The banquet is when we 
recognize the hard work and dedication that 
goes into the collections that are displayed. 
If it has ever crossed your mind to partici-
pate in the Annual Display Show, see the 

article on the next 
page. The Display 
Show is in addition 
to our regular show, 
and trade tables 
for both March and 
May are available on 
page 13. 

If you haven’t been 
paying attention to 
what’s going on at the 
Ohio Statehouse, Governor Kasich vetoed 
the legislation passed by the House and 
Senate designed to protect gun owners, but 
fortunately the house and senate over-road 
his veto in the 11th hour of the ‘18 legisla-
tive calendar. For more information visit the 
website of our friends at buckeyefirearms.
org.  Likewise, keep in mind that the pur-
pose of OGCA PAC is to support candidates 
who protect the Second Amendment and it 
is gearing up for the next fight.  PAC has 
a booth every meeting offering OGCA logo 
merchandise at various donation levels.

Our next meeting, March 9 & 10, is always 
our busiest. Reserve your tables now (if you 
haven’t done so already), and/or plan on at-
tending to look for that special addition to 
your collection that you have been search-
ing for. 

Finally please give serious thought to run-
ning for director in 2019. There will be three 
openings to be filled in November. See the 
article on page 4 describing the election 
process and rules. 

See you in March, 

Fred Kolb, President

            A Message From the President  

Fred and Flo Kolb 
enjoying a prior  
Annual Banquet
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March 9-10  Always the biggest meeting 
of the year!  The most tables, most guests, 
and most members.  Be there!

April 26-28 The NRA Annual Meetings & 
Exhibits will be held in nearby Indianapolis, 
IN.  Charter bus planned, page 6.

May 11-12 One of our most interesting 
shows of the entire year. Exhibitors from 
all over the country for the Annual Dis-
play Show.  Great prizes and it is open to 
all members!  Saturday evening banquet 
makes for a great weekend. Tickets on 
sale, page 4.   Charter Bus from Cleveland 
is planned, see page 6.

July 13-14 Special guests ROCS (The Ru-
ger Owners & Collectors Society), Ameri-
can Thompson Collectors Assoc., and 
new this year is The Remington Society of 
America. Spread the word to fellow collec-
tors.  Bring the kids and visit The Air Force 
Museum and other nearby attractions.

Sept. 14-15  Featuring The Winchester 
Arms Collectors Association (WACA) An-
nual Mideastern Show. Record’s searches 
by Cody Firearm’s Museum Specialist, 
Jessica Bennett!  Charter Bus Service on 
Saturday for the convenience of Northeast 
members?  We hope! 

Nov. 23-24 Fall is in the air and  this meet-
ing promises new toys for the holidays! 
Also, Director Elections (come vote).  Di-
rector candidates wanted.  See page  4.

Make Your Plans to Attend! 

What’s Happening in 2019?   

Annual display show
The Display Show Committee wants YOU 
to seriously consider setting up a Display of 
your favorite collectible gun or guns at the 
May 11-12 meeting. 

While we all love to see priceless 19th cen-
tury Winchester’s or fascinating relics from 
the 1920’s gangsters, let’s face it, we love 
the ‘blue collar’ classics as well. Check out 
our brand-new awards categories listed 
in the center of this article. That and the 
appreciation of your fellow members can 
make this a really fun and rewarding expe-
rience. We have three very knowledgeable 
judges who are all longtime OGCA mem-
bers. Phil Schreier, Senior Curator for the 
NRA’s National Firearms Museums; Da-
vid M. Rachwal, proprietor of Handgun-
softheworld.com; and Lee Sundermeier, 
past president and Editor of Ruger Own-
ers & Collectors Society ROCS Digest. 
Look for their bios in the next interim 
newsletter. 

Displaying will provide numerous oppor-
tunities for you to discuss your collecting 
interest with others who share your hobby. 
It also provides you with hours of activity in 
reviewing the various aspects of your col-
lection and which attributes to extenuate in 
the display. It can be akin to rediscovering 
your collection all over again. 

This year the theme of the display show is 
“Competition Guns”. It is not a requirement to 
follow the theme, but the Committee is hope-
ful that the “Competition Guns” theme will pro-
duce many fine examples of refined firearms. 
Awards will be given in the following cat-
egories:

First Place Antique - $1,000
First Place Pre-World War II - $1,000 

First Place Military - $1,000 
First Place Post World War II - $1,000

Second Overall - $400
Third Overall - $200

The Robert Rubendunst Best 
Educational Award - $500

Thomas L. Kyser Best Single 
Gun Award - $250

Member’s Choice Award - $500
Best 1st Time Displayer - $250

Judges Choice: Antique – Military – 
Pre-World War II – Post World War II  

$100 Each

Each First Place Winner will also receive 
a minuteman bronze statue.  All other win-
ners will receive a cash award in addition 
to a plaque.

New for this year are the categories Pre-
World War II (firearms manufactured 1899 
to 1945) and Post-World War II (firearms 
manufactured from 1946 to the present). The 
Committee made this change in recognition 
of the differences attributed to firearms of 
these two eras, and the significant collector 

interest that can be divided into these two 
categories. We hope that this division en-
courages more members to display. 

 

To  obtain a Display Show packet, including 
the rules, please contact Member Services 
Coordinator Sandra Schwab at the Business 
Office (330) 467-5733 or at sschwab@ogca.
com. If you have questions regarding dis-
playing you can also contact Display Show 
Chairman Sean McCarter via phone (614) 
395-2919 and in person at the meeting hall, 
table P-21; committee member Chris Rohal 
via phone (440) 223-2725 and in person in 
the OGCA Registration Room at the hall, 
as well as any other member of the Display 
Show Committee including Rod Kirian, row I, 
tables 1 & 2;  Marty Capito, row W, table 14 
and Chuck Benton, row G, 2 & 3.  

Calling all Firearm 
Authors!

Want to promote your firearm 
book during the Display Show?

Reserve your spot in the 
Author’s Corner. 

For more information 
contact the Business Office at 

330-467-5733 
or e-mail Sandra Schwab at 

sschwab@ogca.com

Stephen Griffin won First Place (Military) with 

his display “US Military Rifle Grenades and 

Launchers, WWI to Vietnam” in 2018.
“A Celebration of Diversity” By Ken and Diane Leonard, took home First Place (Antique) 2016.

2015, “First Place (Military) went to John Eckert  for his display “The Luger Pistol” 
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Save the Date!  Reserve your tickets for 
the Annual Member Recognition Banquet 
Saturday evening May 11, 2019. We 
have a great keynote speaker lined up 
as well as a wonderful meal!  

Get your tickets early! Seats are limited 
and we always sell out.   The banquet  
will be held on-site at the transformed  
Holiday Inn hotel lobby with cocktail 
hour beginning at 5:15 PM (cash bar) and 
dinner at 6 PM. 

MENU: This years buffet selection in-
cludes Tossed Garden Salad, Seasonal 
Fruit Salad, Rosemary Herb Redskin Po-
tatoes, Green Beans, Chicken Marsala, 
Lasagna, and a delicious dessert! 

K E Y N O T E : 
Philip Sch-
reier, Senior 
Curator for the 
NRA’s National 
Firearms Mu-
seums. He is 
a historian and 
author whose  
articles have 
appeared in 

numerous mag-
azines. Phil has appeared in dozens of 
episodes of firearms related television 
programs for cable TV and was keynote 
speaker at four of our Annual Member 
Recognition Banquets. A Life member, 
Phil has also graciously served as a Dis-

play Show Judge numerous times in the 
19 years in which they have been held. 
He brings expertise, professionalism 
and constant improvement to the chal-
lenging process. 

Casual attire, this event will be general 
seating only, so take the opportunity to 
sit with and make new friends. 

PRICE: Adult dinner, $25.00 each, Chil-
dren 6-12, $10.00 each and Children age 
5 and under are free.  

Please return the reservation 
form below with payment ASAP, 
but no later than April 22, 2019. 

OGCA is seeking nominees to run for Di-
rector for the 2020-2022 term.  Are you a 
hard worker, dedicated, and love OGCA?  
Have you ever considered running for Di-
rector?  We need a few good people to 
support the workings of this organization. 
Duties can include serving on the following 
committees: Screening and Enforcement, 
Safety, PAC, Site Planning, Display Show, 
Banquet, NRA Display Show and Hospital-
ity to just name a few.  Duties during meet-
ings include working shifts at the Gun Tie 
Table and leading important safety efforts.

You must be an Ohio State resident now, 
and during your term on the board; have 
been an active member of OGCA for at 
least FIVE years as of November 2019; 
nominated by not less than 5 (FIVE) in-
dividual letters of recommendation from 
long time OGCA members, submit a list 
of 25 OGCA signatures and pass a back-
ground check. Nominations will open at 
9:00 a.m. Saturday of the March meeting 
and close after the May meeting. Applica-
tions can be picked up from Sherman Kirk-
land, III Nominating Committee Chairman 

and 1st VP, at tables N 2,3, and 4 (orange 
flag) at the March show or by calling him 
at (440) 479-7839. You may also request 
one by emailing smk3@sbcglobal.net.  
Please complete the entire application, 
sign and return it in person by 1:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 12, 2019 or post mark by 
May 13, 2019 to Sherman Kirkland, P.O. 
Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067. 
Interviews will be held at the July meeting 
and the election will be held at the Novem-
ber 2019 meeting.

Take the Next Step and Do So Much More... Run for Director

Annual Member’s Recognition Banquet

 
ALL TICKETS WILL BE MAILED IN CARE OF:

Name: ____________________________________   
Member #: __________________
Address: _________________________________
                 _________________________________
City: _____________________________________
State: ____________              Zip:_____________
Daytime Phone: ___________________________

Email: ____________________________________

 Return to:
OGCA P. O. Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067  

Phone: (330) 467-5733   Fax: (330) 467-5793   
Email: ogca@ogca.com 

Date Received in Office ________________
 

Akn. Mailed ________________

  
Authorization #_________________ & Date __________________

 Wristband Tickets:  ADULT_________         CHILDREN___________
                     

Retain top portion for your records

Complete and return with payment no later than April 22, 2019!  (Tickets must be reserved in advance.)

 Adult Dinner(s)  _______  X  $25.00              =   ________

 Children age 6-12 _______ X  $10.00            =   ________

 Children age 5 and under   _______             =   no charge

 Check/MO/Credit Card Grand Total:              $   ________

 Check #_______________

                             Visa, MasterCard or Discover  

 #:___________________________________________________ 

 EXP. (Mo/Yr)_____/_____ Last 3 Digits (CVV Back of card) _______ 

 Card Holders Name: __________________________________

 SIGNATURE _________________________________________

Tickets ordered _________ Date maileded_________ Check # _____________

Banquet 

FORM

Philip Schreier

The banquet is general seating.  Come and make new friends! 
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Eddie Land passed away 
in June, and we want to 
thank Buddy Smith for 
sharing his memories, of 
Eddie, below. 

Eddie’s unique displays 
during the WACA invita-
tional shows were leg-

endary, and always included unexpected 
Winchester memorabilia such as bicycles 
and other interesting Winchester collect-
ibles

 Eddie was born in 1942 in Greensboro, N. 
C. He graduated in 1964 from UNC, Cha-
pel Hill, with a degree in Business Admin-
istration. He and Nancy, his high school 
sweetheart, were married in 1961.  He 
truly loved working in the masonry industry 
and owned and operated his own business 
until his death. During his 50 years in the 
field he successfully completed numerous 
projects throughout the Triad and Southern 
Virginia. Eddie was a humble, low-keyed 
man who loved the challenge of a complex 
masonry project. To him, the more compli-

cated the better. He was deeply saddened 
that he had to retire April, 2018 due to 
health issues.

Eddie was a true outdoorsman. He loved 
golf, fishing, hunting or just taking a walk 
through the woods. On his Gibsonville 
farms he raised soybeans, wheat, corn, 
hay and cotton and was so proud of his 
award-winning Polled Hereford cattle. Dur-
ing the winter months, he loved to spend 
Saturdays traveling to auctions with his 
friends.

I met Eddie in 1983 at a North Carolina gun 
show. As I stepped to his table, I was im-
pressed then (and Now) with his collection of 
fine firearms. On that special day, as I pro-
ceeded to his table, stupidity led me to virtu-
ally dismantle a firearm without permission. 
With calmness and kindness, Eddie asked, 
“What are you doing?” From that day for-
ward to the very end, we never had a cross 
word. We respected and trusted one another. 

Eddie viewed his firearms as treasures; how-

ever, he told me his most valuable assets were 
his wife of fifty-seven years, his daughter, two 
grand-daughters, friends, church and his em-
ployees. Eddie was a tremendously successful  
business man, and he respected and loved his 
“men” for his success. Through the years to 
the end, Eddie supported and loved his assets.

For thirty-five years, we both eagerly an-
ticipated with great excitement the next “big 
gun show.” Eddied loved the “thrill of  the 
hunt” and all the friends made over collect-

ing guns. The camaraderie made with special 
friends such as, Charley Rush, Gary and Jen-
nifer Gole, Steve Wagoner, Kelly Culbreth 
(and many others), made gun collecting a joy 
and pleasure for him. I do believe his friends 
would say without dispute that Eddie‘s love 
for gun shows and his passion for collecting 
firearms were second to none. 

May the spirit of collecting firearms dwell 
within us. 

Sincerely, Buddy Smith

In Memory of Eddie Land  

Profile of a Member  
It is a great pleasure to do a “Profile of a 
Member” on one of OGCA‘s hardest work-
ing, most reliable, “behind the scenes”  vol-
unteers.  Can you guess who this is?

This individual was born in Columbus, In-
diana.  The oldest of five children, some 
of whom, like his late father have been in-
volved in OGCA.  He was raised in Gran-
ville, Ohio and received an undergradu-
ate degree in metallurgical engineering 
from Purdue University in 1972.  He then 
received a Doctorate of Jurisprudence 
from Ohio Northern University in 1976 and 
passed the Ohio bar that year. (Clearly this 
member is multi-talented. Do you know 
who he is yet?)

He is a co-owner and president of a com-
pany that is a precision deep drawer of 
sheet metal by the Hydroform process, (I 
betcha you can’t say that 3 times fast) lo-

cated in Newark, Ohio. A Paul Harris Fel-
low, he is a past member of the Newark 
Rotary Club.  He is a current member of 
The Remington Society of America and the 
Winchester Arms Collectors Association, 
as well as a Life member of NRA and ATA, 
(Amateur Trap Association).  

Some of you know who this is by now, and 
if not, here are some more clues. He can be 
found in row U at The Roberts Centre along 
with his wife of 39 years, Betty Joe. (Occa-
sionally their stuffed jack-a-lope marks their 
spot!) They have two adult sons. I don’t think 
he has missed an OGCA meeting in decades. 

This person collects all types of firearms and 
custom knives, but particularly high grade trap 
guns and smoothbore target guns. He also 
collects any of the associated memorabilia 
including: pins, targets, traps, patches, etc. 
He has been a member since 1973 and 

a director since 1994.  He has served on 
numerous committees and is past chair-
man of the Member Recognition Banquet, 
the Annual Display Show Committee, and 
a member of the Finance Committee for 
15 years. He is known for his attention to 
detail, steadfast reliability and amazingly 
quick turnaround on his many projects and 
services to OGCA.

Now, here is the question of the day: after 
all he has done for OGCA how could I have 
neglected to mention that he was unani-
mously voted in as Second Vice President 
at the November meeting in our last news-
letter?  (Aye Carumba!)  Congratulations 
to Terrie Hill, and thank you for all you do 
on behalf of The Ohio Gun Collectors As-
sociation!
 
- Laura Knotts, Business Manager

1. Every firearm must be unloaded and 
incapable of discharge of any type of 
projectile, bullet, etc.  This includes 
airguns which may not be cocked or 
charged with air.  No loaded clips or 
magazines.  No loaded CCWs. No 
holstered guns.

2. Dealing in the parking lot is prohibited. 
3. Cameras and recording devices 

prohibited without permission of the 
president.

4. Bump Fire stocks and/or any acces-
sory to simulate full automatic fire are 
prohibited. 

5. Our Meeting Date Card summarizes 
some of the most important rules, and 
if you ever need another copy of our 
Rule Book/Constitution/By-Laws, stop 
by the Applications Desk, Business 
Office Desk or contact the Business 
Office.  There is never any cost.    

Please take the time to show common 
courtesy and respect to our partners at 
the Roberts Centre, our security guards, 
volunteers and fellow 
members.  We appreciate 
and require your steadfast 
adherence to our safety 
rules. 

- Terrie Hill,  
Second Vice President

Important Reminders
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Office Use

Ck#/ Auth. _________
 Date Rec. _________

As announced in the last newsletter OGCA 
is offering a rare opportunity to take a char-
ter bus from Wilmington, Ohio to the NRA 
Annual Meeting & Exhibits in Indianapolis, 
IN, Saturday, April 27, 2019. This is a great 
way to support the NRA, take part in their pro-
grams and view the many acres of exhibits all 
while “leaving the driving to us.”  Cost is only 
$35.00 round trip, per person.  

The bus will depart from the Roberts Con-
vention Centre (RCC) parking lot at 8:00 AM 
sharp. Parking is free but please park in the 
designated area. The bus will arrive at the 
Indiana Convention Center approx. 10:45 
AM.  Enjoy the day and make sure you visit 
OGCA’s show-stopper, “Spanish Gold” built 

by Len Antaris (cover and page 7) in the Col-
lector’s section. Board the bus at 5:30 PM to 
head back to the RCC arriving at approxi-
mately 8:15 p.m. Saturday evening. 
 

This is the last newsletter with an NRA bus 
reservation form. Mail the form below to arrive 
no later than April 1st, 2019 to: OGCA, P.O. 

Box 670406, Sagamore Hills, OH 44067.  Or, 
call us at (330) 467-5733 to reserve via credit 
card.   Detailed instructions will be mailed 
to you at least two weeks prior to the trip. 

For those staying overnight, hotel rooms are 
currently available at the Holiday Inn at RCC, 
but be sure to make your reservations in ad-
vance (see hotels, page 15). 

Important: Refunds will not be issued for 
cancellations on or after April 1st, 2019. All 
checks & credit cards will be held until we 
know we have enough passengers.  We can 
only proceed if  the bus is at least 60% full by 
April 1st, 2019. If we must cancel the bus, you 
will be notified immediately and payment will 
be voided/returned or shredded. 

MEMBER NAME ______________________________________ MEMBER #______________
PHONE NUMBER (____)_______________     EMAIL ______________________________
MAILING ADDRESS (only if it has changed) _______________________________________
                                                                       
                                                                       _______________________________________ 
APRIL 27, 2019 NRA INDY    # ________ of Seats x $35.00 = Total  $___________   Visa/MasterCard/Discover #_______________________________________ 
EXP. Date _____/____    3 Digit Code _______
Authorized Signature (for credit card) _________________________________

Mail to:  
OGCA/NRA INDY BUS, 

P.O. Box 670406
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067

 OGCA/NRA INDY BUS TRIP FORM - APRIL 27, 2019

 LAST CALL!!!  NRA Annual Meeting & Exhibits, Indy 2019 Bus - Day Trip 

MEMBER NAME ______________________________________ MEMBER #______________
PHONE (______)___________________     EMAIL _______________________________
MAILING ADDRESS (only if it has changed) _______________________________________
                                                                       
                                                                       _______________________________________ 
IMPORTANT: Please check the location at which you will board the bus:

     Barons Bus Garage, Cleveland   or         Ohio Station Outlets, Burbank/Lodi
Will a non-member guest be accompanying you to the November meeting? Yes ____. If “yes”, be sure to include 
note with their Guest Pass that you have reserved bus seats.  
MAY 11, 2019 Wilmington Meeting    # ________  Seats x $25.00 = Total  $___________
   
Visa/MasterCard/Discover #______________________________________EXP. Date _____/_____CCV______
Authorized Signature (for credit card) _________________________________

N.E. Members: Visit the Annual Display Show This May by Bus
The Charter Bus to Wilmington this past No-
vember held 36 happy passengers.  These 
beautiful buses can hold 56 passengers and 
we need continued support to off-set the 
cost for the May 11, 2019 charter to occur.  
for the Annual Display show. To justify the 
cost of the bus, it is contingent that 60% of 
the seats are filled by April 5th. 

We will keep the usual pick up at Baron’s 
Bus Garage on Brookpark Road in Cleve-
land, and the additional pickup at the Ohio 
Station Outlets in Lodi/Burbank, to reach 

out to members in Medina, Akron, Canton,  
Mansfield and those convenient to the Ohio 
Station Outlet located directly along I-71 at 
Exit 204 (OH 83).  

As an added incentive to fill the bus, with a 
paid seat ($25.00 each) for you and your 
sponsored guest(s), the Guest Pass fee 
($10) will be waived for entry into the show. 

Fill out the form below and mail to arrive 
at the Business Office by April 5, 2019.   
OGCA Express, P.O. Box 670406, Saga-

more Hills, OH 44067.  Or, call us at (330) 
467-5733 to reserve via credit card.  Re-
funds will not be issued for cancellations af-
ter April 5, 2019. Detailed instructions will be 
mailed to you at least two weeks prior.  

Note: We will hold all checks and credit 
cards until April 5, 2019 when we can evalu-
ate if the bus is “a go.”  If we must cancel 
the bus, you will be notified immediately and 
payment will be voided/returned or shred-
ded. Call anytime with questions.

Office Use

Ck#/ Auth. _________
 Date Rec. _________

 “OGCA EXPRESS” FORM - MAY 11, 2019 WILMINGTON
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Ck#/ Auth. _________
 Date Rec. _________

Mail to:  
OGCA/NRA INDY BUS, 

P.O. Box 670406
Sagamore Hills, OH 44067

Ck#/ Auth. _________
 Date Rec. _________

THE HISTORY: 

Gold damascening was introduced in the 
13th century.  Laborious to apply and always 
expensive, the embellishment was largely 
an affectation for nobility whose decorated 
shields, swords, suits of armor and firearms 
can be viewed in virtually every major arms 
museum. The art form thrived in France dur-
ing the mid-1600s, later spreading to Hol-
land and Belgium.

Placido Zuloaga, a native of Eibar, is cred-
ited with popularizing its renaissance in 
Spain.  After he and his father Eusebio won 
a Parisian art exhibition in 1855, Placido 
transformed his family’s gun making factory 
into a firm that created a variety of objets 
d’art.  Examples were purchased by Spain’s 
King Alfonso XII for presentation to the 
King of Portugal and the King of Bavaria 
and a number of works, bought by English 
textile magnate Alfred Morrison, received 
international recognition.

Over time, Zuloaga’s successes attracted a 
number of apprentices.  Some made small 
items to pay the overhead.  Others collabo-
rated in effecting major commissions.  By 
1890, Zuloaga had trained over 200 artisans.  
As they left to set up independently, the in-
dustry was broadly commercialized as the 
artisans turned to decorating broaches, brace-
lets, plates, belt buckles, cane heads, and related 
items.  Eventually, there came to be two centers 
for damascening: one in Eibar, the other further 
south, in Toledo.

By the early 1900s, largely due to in-
creased competition, damascened jewelry 
had become popular and plentiful.  Yet, 
the decoration of firearms remained cost-
ly.  Surfaces were large, there were mul-
tiple angles to navigate (particularly for 
revolvers), and every pattern needed to be 
unique.  The “rule of thumb” in the 1930s 
was to price damascened guns about 4x the 

cost of a blued gun.  
Over time, wage increases widened that gap.  
By the 1950s, damascened guns were priced 
nearly 6x the price of a standard gun.  That 
was for just the gun.  If the customer wanted 
damascened grips, it was even more expen-
sive!  As one might expect, only a few were 
completed.

Under the circumstance, it made no sense 
for a gunmaking firm to keep a dedicated 
artist on its payroll.  Instead, the work was 
subcontracted to a limited selection of near-
by artisans.  Accordingly, it should come as 
no surprise that several artists worked with 
equanimity for Astra, Star, and Llama.  In 
fact, from the mid-1980s to the late 1990s, 
the majority of the damascening was effect-
ed by Maria Jesús Berasaluce Rodriguez of 
Ermua.

FOR REGAL PRESENTATION:

Although most companies kept a few dama-
scened firearms for front office display or 
trade shows, they were too expensive and 
infrequently sold to speculatively inven-
tory.  The vast majority were special ordered 
for political presentations, military awards, 
or at the request of wealthy customers.  As 
flagship firearms, they were customarily 

Come to Indianapolis for the April 26-28, 2019 NRA 
Annual Meetings & Exhibits!  

OGCA’s exhibit, “Spanish Gold: the Art of Gold Dama-
scening” by Leonardo M. Antaris, MD should stop 
participants in their tracks!  While the display may 
be a little non-traditional, its unparalleled eye-appeal 
and educational focus should not come as a surprise 
for those who know Antaris.  Active in OGCA for over 
33 years, he is a regular tableholder who travels from 
Iowa for virtually every meeting.  An Ophthalmologist 
by profession, Antaris is a passionate historian with an 

eye for detail and an enthusiasm for artistry.  To date, 
he has written two books on Astras, a text on Stars, 
and is currently working on a Mauser C96 book.  
 
“Spanish Gold” started out as an OGCA “Featured 
Display” that got so much attention that Antaris built 
an exhibit for our 2017 Annual Display Show, winning 
both the Member’s Choice Award and First Place 
(Modern).  That same display has been a big hit on the 
Youtube channel “Forgotten Weapons”, hosted by Ian 
McCollum, where it has been viewed nearly 350,000 
times!  See for yourself; go to Youtube and search for 

“Gold Damascening Special Presentation”.  
 
Of course, embellishment is something everyone 
can appreciate.  All of us are familiar with inlays and 
plating.  But gold damascening?  What is that?  And 
when applied to a firearm….wow!  To get an insider’s 
perspective, we are pleased to present the following 
article that includes the history of damascening, the 
technical process, artistic styles and how to assess the 
quality of a damascened gun.  Enjoy the article, and 
don’t worry….you won’t be quizzed!

Antaris’ Gold Damascening Display Chosen for 2019 NRA Annual Meeting

Spanish Gold, The Art of Damascening - By Leonardo M. Antaris, M.D.

Rufino Unceta and officers of the Guardia 
Civil display a damascened Model F with wood 
grips.  Shown with presentation case and spare 
magazines. 

Astra M804-E #821321 with ultrafine damascening 
performed by Jesús Pardo who signed the frame un-
der the left grip. The Nasrid motto, frequently found 
in designs of Arabic influence, appears on the frame 
in several locations.  In the background is a small 
amphora and pieces of jewelry, all damascened to 
the same high standard. 

Garate, Anitua y Cía, sold a small number of .455 
caliber revolvers to the British government during 
WWI. This example, an OP No. 1 Mark I prepared 
by F.A. Larrañaga, featured the “Order of the 
Thistle” on the left barrel, a symbol also used by 
the Scots Guards. Above the revolver is a burnish-
ing tool. A selection of damascening punches and a 
mallet is grouped to the left.

(con’t on page 8)
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DAMASCENING PROCESS

Step 1: Roughening the Surface.  
Traditionally done by scoring the 
base metal in three directions with 
a series of closely spaced serrations, 
usually performed with a sharp knife 

or the end of a file. Though the in-
cisions are shallow, the surrounding 
metal is pushed into irregular points, 
creating a field of thin shards.  At-
taching thicker material requires lon-
ger shards from deeper scoring.  The 
most elevated figures are anchored 
via a field of parallel serrations, un-
dercut with dovetails, similar to the 

technique used for inlays.

Step 2: Positioning the Work. The 
items to be damascened, often ir-
regular in shape, may be attached 
to rectangular blocks of wood with 
a red, resin-based adhesive known 

as “pikia.”  The blocks are then 
tightened into a cast-iron ball 
vise, that usually weighs about 
30 lb., seated on a triangular 
wooden base.  The vise can be 
positioned in any orientation, as 
its mass and confinement mini-
mize movement while the artist 
is working.   

fitted with special grips, often 
personalized, and in a presenta-
tion case.

Most early handguns were 
fitted with mother-of-pearl 
(MOP) panels.  But by the late 
1920s, the MOP was largely 
replaced with celluloid, later 
with pearlite.  In many cases, 
the panels were made to include 
special order escutcheons, usu-
ally with intertwined initials or 
a national crest.  

 

Initials of George 
Clinton Duke, Ca-
nadian gangster.

Damascened 
escutcheon for 

Llama’s handguns.

Canadian Coat of 
Arms, early form.

.

Canadian Coat of 
Arms, late form.

.

Spanish 
Coat of Arms.

Gold damascened Astra M902, serial #22483, was purchased 
in 1932 by Othon León, whose signature appears on the right 
magazine well, then the military attaché to the Mexican Embassy in 
Spain. The seal of Mexico was placed in the left side of the maga-
zine well, while views of the Alhambra Palace in Granada, Spain 
adorned each side of the magazine extension. 

Scoring the surface of a plate in prepara-
tion for later work. 

Artisan working on pieces of jewelry. Work is fixed in 
resin, attached to a wood block, and positioned in a heavy 
ball vise. 
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MATERIAL: The standard 
working material is 24 carat 
gold.  To securely attach to 
the barbed iron surface, the 
pieces have to be very thin: 
the gold wire has a thickness 
of 6-8 microns, the gold foil 
a thickness of 5 microns (1 
micron=1/1000 mm).  Green 
gold (gold mixed with silver), 
red gold (gold mixed with 
copper), silver, and platinum 
are occasionally used for 
highlighting.

Step 3: Applying the Gold.  Af-
ter outlining the design, the gold 
wire is attached by exerting a little 
pressure, first on one end, then the 
other, using a punch with a flattened 
point.  Once the ends are secured, 
the length of the wire is flattened 
by lightly and repeatedly striking 
the same punch with a hammer.  
This sends the barbs of iron into 
the soft gold, bending them over 
to anchor the gold in a permanent 
fashion.  To create elevated figures, 
“damasquinado en relieve,” the gold 
is beaten into dovetailed serrations 
as the material above the surface is 
coalesced and sculpted into the final 
design.  As this process takes more 
time, the guns with elevated inlays 
tend to be of higher quality and more 
costly.

EIBAR (Renaissance) and TOLEDO 
(Arabesque) DESIGNS:  
Artwork originating in Eibar tends 
to feature living forms or their repre-
sentations, such as dragons, gargoyles, 
dogs, songbirds, egrets, cherubs, scroll-

ing vines, and flowers. Artisans from 
Toledo, heavily influenced by the 
Moorish culture, favor exacting geo-
metric forms, architectural perspec-
tives (especially scenes from the 
Alhambra Palace in Granada), and 
the Arabic inscription/ Nasrid motto 
that translates “There is no victor but 
God.”

Step 4: Bluing the Background.  
Once the gold is in place, the parts 
are released from the resin by heat-
ing, and then blued via a series of 
chemical immersions for an effect 
similar to today’s salt blue.  The blu-
ing principally affects the iron, con-
ferring only a slight dulling to the 
gold.

Step 5: Applying the Final De-
tails.  The “sombreado” (shading) 
or “repasado” (revisiting) is the op-
eration that brings the artistry to 
life!  After reattaching the parts to 
the wood blocks and replacing the 
blocks in the ball-vise, the parts are 
textured with a variety of punch-
es.   Some are used for matting, 
others for fine stippling. 

There are hollow, circular points for 
beading, smooth faces for burnish-
ing, and rounded ends for dotting. 
This is when the eyes are put into the 
dragons, the feathers on the song-
birds, and the veins in the leaves.  It 
is not unusual for an artist to have 
over 50 of these punches in his tool 
kit.  Once completed, the parts are 
removed from the resin, lightly oiled, 
and assembled to their final form.

Star MMS with scored surfaces, incompletely applied gold damascene. 

The artistry begins: anchoring gold thread to a 
small plate fixed in place by the red “pikia.” 

Impeccably applied gold borders and wire scroll. 

Elevated forms are created 
by filling closely spaced 
dovetail grooves with gold.  
The overflow is then co-
alesced, sculpted and de-
tailed for 3-D realism. 

Eibar (Renaissance) motif with birds, dragons, and vines. Toledo (Arabesque) motif with Arabic inscription, view from the Alhambra Palace 
and geometric forms.

(con’t on page 10)
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        (Print legibly and sign)

        (Print legibly and sign)

WHO DAMASCENED MY GUN?

Although most damascening was 
completed without a signature, a com-
parison of factory records against the 
known work of some of the more pro-
lific artisans allows many of the em-
bellished guns to be properly credited. 

Adolfo Santos of Eibar, who deco-
rated many of Astra’s M900 series 
pistols from the 
early 1930s, fa-
vored scenes 
from the Alham-
bra Palace in 
Granada, Spain.

Lucas Alberdi 
worked on quite a few Astra, Llama 
and Star pistols from the late 1940s–
1960s.  Although his “signature” was 
a rearing dragon within a heavily bor-
dered shield, he also favored paving 

stone (meandros) highlighting. 
 

Miguel F. Zubimendi, one of the 
best artists from the Basque Prov-
inces, most active from the 1950s–
1970s, preferred elevated figurines, 
extensive scrollwork, and borders 
made of three fences: one of foil (1), 
two of gold wire (2, 3).  

Jesús Pardo, widely renowned for 
his work in Toledo, used finely de-

tailed Arabic patterns with shielded 
inscriptions, silver highlighting and 
extraordinarily precise geometry to 
great effect.  

Maria Jesús Berasaluce Rodriguez, ar-
guably the most prolific artist as concerns 
firearms decoration, especially in the 1980s-
1990s, seemed more concerned with output 
than quality.  Coarse borders, overruns, and 
minimal detailing typified her work.

Julio Peña of Toledo, Spain, finishing one of his signature plates. Jesùs Pardo of Toledo, Spain applying the final touches  
to an Astra M804-E frame.

Detailing the matching Astra M804-E slide, an Astra M204-E pictured in the background.  At right, an impressive collection of damascening tools.

Con’t on back cover
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   Meeting 
   Hall 

The Roberts Centre 
123 Gano Road, Wilmington, OH 
45177 (800) 654-7038.  I-71 at Exit 50 (U.S. 
68). North of and visible from interstate.    

Directions at www.ogca.com

    Meeting Hours
   Saturday 

   8 am - 5 pm 
     Sunday 

   8 am - 2 pm

    Hotels
NOTE:  Ask for confirmation of room rate at the 
time you make your reservation.  Prices are subject 
to change with high tourism. Book early due to 
other events in the area and the shortage of hotels 
in close vicinity to the Roberts Centre.  
1) Headquarters Hotel: Holiday Inn at 
Roberts Centre  123 Gano Road., Wilmington, OH 
45177 (937) 283-3200 or (800) 654-7036 $118 + tax. 
Check in 3 PM. 24-hour cancellation (greater notice will 
help your fellow member.) Two-night minimum.  
2) General Denver Hotel (6 mi) 81 W. Main St., 
Wilmington, OH. Present OGCA badge for $20 discount 
off per room per night. Mention OGCA  when making 
reservations. Historic Inn (937) 383-4141. 
3) Hampton Inn & Suites 201 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington. (937) 382-4400 (7 mi) Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations. Rates can 
fluctuate with peak seasons. 
4) Holiday Inn Express 155 Holiday Dr., 
Wilmington (937) 382-5858 (7 mi)  Ask for the OGCA 
10% discount when making reservations.
5) Wilmington Inn 909 Fife Ave., Wilmington, 
OH (937) 382-6000 (12 mi.).
6) Hampton Inn WCH 11484 Allen Rd., NW, 
Jeffersonville. (740) 948-9499 (15  mi.) 1-71 at Exit 
65. South outlet mall. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount 
when making reservations. Rates can fluctuate with 
peak seasons. 
7) Baymount Inn & Suites 11431 Allen Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128  (740) 948-2104 (15 mi).   I-71 
Exit 65.  Outlet mall. $79 + tax.
8) Fairfield Inn/ Marriott (15 mi) 11349 Allen 
Road NW, Jeffersonville, OH, 43128, I-71 Exit 65. (740) 
948-9305. Ask for the OGCA 10% discount off going 
rates (which fluctuate) when making reservations. 
9) Quality Inn WCH 10160 Carr Rd. NW, 
Jeffersonville, OH 43128. (740) 426-6400  (19 mi.)  
North outlet mall. 1-71 Exit  69. 
10) Holiday Inn Express WCH (26 mi.) 101 
Courthouse Pky, Washington Court House, OH 43160. 
(740) 335-9310. I-71 at exit 65 (US 35) 
11) Country Hearth Inn & Suites WCH 1810 
Victoria Street, Washington Court House, OH 43160, 
www.redlion.com/washington-court-house (740) 333-
4478. $74.99 + tax (27 mi.)
12) Holiday Inn Express & Suites - Mason 
(31 mi.) 5100 Natorp Blvd., Mason, Ohio 45040 (513) 
387-6000. $129.00 King, $139.00 Two Queens.

Remember to 
follow all OGCA 
Rules for your 
safety and others.

Richard G. “Dick” 
Hollinger, 68 year 
Member and life 
member, age 87, a 
lifelong resident of 
Dover died Monday, 
Dec. 3, 2018. Dick 
retired in 1986 from 
the Timken Company 
in New Philadelphia 

where he was a Precision Sound tester. He 
also served as Vice President of Warther 
Cutlery and Museum for over 50 years. Born 
Sept. 6, 1931 in Dover, Dick’s blindness at 
an early age never stopped him from his 
many accomplishments over the years. He 
was a member and past president of the 
Dover Lions Club, life member of the New 
Philadelphia Elks and former Dover Elks, 
former Vice President of the Tuscarawas 
Valley Organization of the Blind, and Life 
member of the NRA. Following the accident 
that took his eyesight, Dick was circumstan-
tially unable to complete his high school 
education, but his late friend, Don Peters 
encouraged him to complete his GED. Dick 
enjoyed being a machinist and was also a 
collector of antique firearms, and amassed 
one of the largest collections of Warther 
Knives and arrowheads. His son Paul had 
the greatest admiration for his dad and the 
two of them were not only father and son 
but were the very best buddies two people 
could ever have. He will be sadly missed by 
his only son, Paul, family and many friends.

Member since 1996, 
Homer R. Bailey, Jr., 
85, of Portsmouth died 
peacefully October 
17, 2018 surrounded 
by his loving family. 
Born May 19, 1933, 
he married Suzanne 
(Jones) on September 
28, 1957. Together, 
they had 5 children: 

including members Rich and Jay Bailey. 
He was the proud grandfather of 8, and 
a great-grandfather to five!  Homer was 
a US Navy veteran (1952-57), serving 
on the USS Salem in the boiler room as 
a steam engineer. He continued as a sta-
tionary engineer with various industries 
throughout his career, eventually retiring 
from Empire Detroit Steel in 1995. Ad-
ditionally, he was a successful business 
owner of Nauvoo Knife Shop and later 
JJR Gun Shop in Portsmouth and Cir-
cleville for over 40 years. Homer was a 22 

year member of the Ohio Gun Collector’s 
Association, and long-standing member 
of the NRA. He participated in gun edu-
cation and safety programs. Homer was 
an avid outdoorsman. He spent many 
years farming, and enjoyed sports includ-
ing hunting, fishing, football and baseball. 
He coached and sponsored several youth 
sports teams in the area. He loved na-
ture and animals, and had many dogs as 
companions over his lifetime, remember-
ing even his childhood pets well into his 
final years. He was an accomplished cre-
ative writer, and published 2 books of his 
own poems and ballads. He had selected 
works in many publications throughout 
the Appalachian region as well. He was 
active in the Phoenix Writers, Kentucky 
State Poetry Society and led many read-
ings across the Tri-State area. He was in-
volved in youth education for creative writ-
ing and well recognized within the writing 
community across many states. Homer’s 
unique sense of humor will be missed. His 
ability to speak with wisdom, using that 
distinct wit, touched all who knew him.  
Homer and his sons could be found on 
a regular basis in row W at the Roberts 
Centre along with his many friends from 
“down on the river.”  We look forward to 
seeing his family at an upcoming OGCA 
meeting. 

Member and   life mem-
ber of 48 years G. 
Thomas Schomaeker 
unexpectedly passed 
away on 12/16/2018. 
He  thoroughly en-
joyed the membership 
and camaraderie of its 
members, being a life 
long collector and men-

tor to his friends and family as to his appre-
ciation of collecting fine firearms. He will be 
greatly missed by his family and friends.

Passages

May Grace and Peace be yours in abundance.

Early morning snowfall at the Roberts Centre January 
2019 meeting. Photo courtesy of Thomas D. Schiffer.  
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HOW TO ASSESS QUALITY:

Although beauty is said to be in the 
eye of the beholder, a few guidelines 
can be used to reliably assess artistic 
talent. 

Poor:  The least demanding work uses 
large repetitive patterns of foil with 
minimal detailing.  Borders are non-
existent or coarse and fraught with 
overruns and irregularity. In some cas-
es, the gold is so poorly applied that it 

peels with 
the slight-
est provo-
cation.

Intermediate:  As the quality im-
proves, more attention is paid 
to the bordering, the detailing 
of the figures, and the surround-
ing scroll.  The design should 
be symmetric and aligned to 
the major components.  Linear 
accents become more refined 

and the 
animals 
and fo-
l i a g e 
b e c o m e 
more life-
like. 

Excellent:  The best quality work 
involves a unique pattern with lin-
ear complexity, geometric symmetry, 
and very fine detailing with realism 
as appropriate to the imaging.  Lines 

are straight and corners sharp. Classi-
cal Arabic inscriptions may be woven 
into the design that may even extend 
to metallic grips, an elegant option 
that can add 30-40% to the surface 
area.  One of the most complicated 
designs, seen on a few Star pistols, 
included an Aztec calendar on each 
grip. Thicker gold and/or multicolor 
gold accents may also be present. Re-
gardless of manufacturer, model or 
presentation, damascened guns were 
invariably “show-stoppers.” That was 
the expectation-they were meant to be 
visually arresting, to confer an aura 
of wealth, luxury, and lavish ostenta-
tion beyond any traditional embellish-
ment.  Rarely seen today, these guns 

and other objects d’art 
retain an allure that tran-
scends simple collecting, 
harkening to the artistry 
of decades ago while beg-

ging preservation for fu-
ture generations. 

Cover: S&W, M&P, #296320, presented to Mexi-
can President Plutarco Elias Calles (1924-1928) 
whose intertwined initials are on the grips. In the 

background is an Astra 
M1911, #52850, dama-
scened for commercial 
sale.

(con’t from page 10)

Astra damascened very few Victoria marked pis-
tols as they were largely inexpensive utilitarian 
arms.  The cased 6.35mm pistol #58337 and the 
larger 7.65mm pistol #52850 are covered with 
a scrolled floral pattern whose details suggest 
the same artistic hand.  The winged dragons on 
the tie tack and belt buckle frequently figure on 
objets d’art made in Eibar or its environs. 

Star Model E #272,284 over Franco era coins.  
The geometric damascening of the pistol contrasts 
with the dragon and songbird motifs found on the 
tie tack and partially exposed cigarette case. 

 Astra A-60 with coarse borders and non-realistic detailing of figures 
and folliage.

 Astra M4000-E with a pleasing, well-executed but not highly detailed 
pattern. The sphinx with red-gold wings provides an elegant touch.

January Meeting Stats
Guests: 250
Tables: 620

Applicants: 96


